
WTO Trade Facilitation National Self Assessment 

of Needs and Priorities for COUNTRY
Date, Venue

Stakeholder Initial Invitation Letter.  Please fill in the correct information where shaded in blue and attach agenda, or remove "agenda attached" from the bottom.
Dear ........


You are hereby requested to participate in a national self-assessment of COUNTRY'S needs and priorities in the World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations on trade facilitation.  The outcome of this needs assessment will help our negotiators to negotiate more effectively on technical assistance and special and differential treatment as well as on trade facilitation measures that should be included in the final results of the negotiations.


As part of the Doha Development Agenda in the World Trade Organization , Members are negotiating new commitments in the area of trade facilitation. The negotiations aim to further expedite the movement, release and clearance of goods, including goods in transit as well as to enhance technical assistance and support for capacity building in this area. 

As a WTO Member [OR OBSERVER], COUNTRY is taking part in these negotiations with the aim of helping COUNTRY's traders and small and medium enterprises to have, for example, better access to the trade laws and regulations of their trading partners in a more predictable and transparent manner as well as to have their goods expedited and cleared through simple customs and border procedures. 

In order to assist WTO Members to negotiate more effectively in these negotiations the WTO Secretariat launched a new technical assistance program on Trade Facilitation to assist countries like COUNTRY with the self assessment of its trade facilitation needs and priorities. COUNTRY has requested such assistance in order to identify the main areas where technical assistance and capacity building will be required, whether for example it is human, institutional and/or legislative, as well as to determine measures that would need delayed application or other special and differential treatment. This process will be facilitated by either experts from the relevant international organizations and/or experts from donor projects already working in this area in COUNTRY.

As these trade facilitation measures aim to serve the trading community and involve many government and border-related agencies, and as your organization will play an important role in the implementation of any new trade facilitation commitments finally agreed in the WTO, we think your participation is an important prerequisite for this self assessment process.  In this respect, we would like to invite you to designate some [4-5] of your officials [specify appropriate officials or departments or specialities within the agency or organization such as those serving on your trade facilitation task force/committee or otherwise identified as relevant to the process] to represent your organization.  

We would also like to invite you and any interested officials in your organization to attend a presentation of the results of this needs assessment that will be presented by the participants on the final day.  A letter of invitation specifying the exact time will be delivered to you in due course.


COUNTRY's national self  assessment  of trade facilitation needs and priorities is scheduled to take place on ...to ..... 2008 in VENUE/CAPITAL.  All materials used in the needs assessment are available on the WTO Trade Facilitation Technical Assistance and Capacity Building webpage accessed through www.wto.org/A-Z List or through the link:

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tradfa_e/ta_capac_build_negoti_e.htm

It is highly recommended that all participants familiarize themselves with the Needs Assessment Guide prior to the assessment.  If possible, an initial assessment of the current situation for each measure should be completed in advance.  Copies of any relevant legislation should be brought to the assessment.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation and look forward to your active participation.









Sincerely yours,

Agenda attached

