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About the Institute
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HE INSTITUTE was established in 1998 to promote independent analysis and public discussion of issues in international economic relations – to help foster foresight, initiative and leadership in restoring a sense of direction, domestically and internationally.  This it aims to do by…

· stimulating public discussion of the underlying issues, especially in the multilat-eral trading system, administered since 1995 by the World Trade Organization;  

· clarifying issues through studies and study groups that draw on published work, engage analysts in universities, “think tanks” and professional firms and stimulate interest among leaders of opinion in business, government and the media; and 

· developing a range of activities that enable the Institute to respond quickly to events, to initiate public debate and to advance ideas, proposals and initiatives.

The Institute’s board of directors represents a wide range of experience, savoir faire and expertise.  It is chaired by Clayton Yeutter, of Hogan & Hartson, attorneys-at-law, a former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and earlier U.S. Trade Representative.  Harald B. Malmgren, head of Malmgren O’Donnell Ltd, and William D. Rogers, a senior partner at Arnold & Porter, attorneys at law, are vice chairmen.  

The president of the Institute is Hugh Corbet, who was previously at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, the Brookings Institution and George Washing-ton University.  For twenty years he was the director of the Trade Policy Research Centre, London, where he also founded The World Economy, published in Oxford and Boston.

Initially, the Institute has focused on the issues to be overcome in rebuilding momen-tum in the WTO system, which after the Uruguay Round negotiations was seen to be drifting.  The Institute has begun a series of analyses and meetings in Washington and in 2001 convened two “informal” roundtable conferences of senior trade officials and inde-pendent experts: one in Gressy-en-France, near Paris, in mid-May; the other in Gotemba, near Mt Fuji, in early September.   

The Institute is a non-profit organization, incorporated in Washington, D.C., and is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  It is being funded by corp-orate donations and foundation grants and looks to a broad base of support to preserve its independence.
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