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The European Small Business Alliance calls on 

The Belgian Presidency and the European Commission 

To put more emphasis on Trade Facilitation in the preparation for the WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha, Qatar. A position paper on this subject has been issued 

(see attachement)

Full text of the Press Release

In the context of the preparation of the next WTO Ministerial Conference in Qatar in November 2001, the European Small Business Alliance is issuing a position paper with thirteen specific proposals in order to highlight the issue of trade facilitation in the WTO negotiations for SMEs. The proposals aim to ensure that the agenda on trade facilitation will not only be the result of discussions between trading authorities and intermediaries. Small businesses in particular suffer heavily from the complexity of exporting and/or importing goods and services.

In all countries, whatever their level of development, SMEs are the reservoir for sustainable trade, growth and job creation. "Without cutting the red tape in international trade, any further trade liberalisation will not achieve the desired results" commented Frédéric Soudain, the ESBA Brussels Representative. "We do not yet know exactly what the WTO members want to achieve on this topic in a possible new trade round. Furthermore, trade facilitation is also a key issue in transforming the “everything but arms” initiative of the EU into a tangible progress for the Least-Developed Countries (LDCs). Almost 100% of the enterprises in the LDCs are SMEs who simply cannot cope with all the burdens and barriers to international trade. Cutting the tariffs for LDCs is the first step, but simplifying trade will also be necessary to help SMEs in LDCs to succeed in trade", according Mr. Soudain.

SMEs in Europe and elsewhere do expect practical results on trade facilitation. If they are achieved, SMEs will adhere to the outcomes of a new trade round.

Note to the editor

For the past 2 years, the European Small Business Alliance has been active in promoting the inclusion of small businesses in international trade debates. ESBA gained the official status of NGO in the WTO and participated in the Ministerial Conference in Seattle. ESBA met with the Director General of WTO, Mike Moore, in late 2000 to discuss the concerns of SMEs regarding the trade negotiations. ESBA also became part of most of the consultation processes organised by DG TRADE in Brussels, notably on trade facilitation measures.

ESBA, the European Small Business Alliance, was formed in 1998 by independent organisations representing small businesses and self-employed throughout Europe. ESBA currently gathers over 500,000 small business entrepreneurs and is one of the largest organisation based on free/voluntary membership in Europe. ESBA represents entrepreneurs in traditional manufacturing, commerce and services sectors as well as small business entrepreneurs from the new economy. ESBA is a member of WASME, the World Association of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises.

