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The 2010 Public Forum on "The forces shaping world trade" will be an opportunity for governments, civil society organizations, legislators, trade union representatives, academics, business groups and students to take stock of the latest developments at the global level that are having an impact on the multilateral trading system and identify steps that will contribute towards bolstering international trade flows and strengthening the WTO. It will also discuss the importance of the rules-based multilateral system in mitigating the effects of the economic and financial crisis and reflect upon the post-crisis agenda of the WTO.  In addition, the Forum will look at the different actors that seek to influence the WTO, assess the factors and issues shaping world trade and brainstorm on the way forward.

Against the backdrop of the global economic and financial crisis, and looking to the future, the following sub-themes have been identified to guide the discussions:

Sub-theme I: The WTO and the players that influence the multilateral trading system.  
Objectives: To discuss the shift of power in international politics, the role of the main actors influencing the multilateral trading system and public attitudes towards the WTO.
Fifteen years have passed since the entry into force of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO. During this time, the traditional actors – namely, the United States, Japan, the European Union and Canada (the original Quad) – have retained much of their leading role on the economic and political scene. While their influence on world affairs is irrefutable, over the years, their dominance has waned. Since 1995, the world has undergone major geopolitical changes and has witnessed the rise of new state actors, who have asserted their own role in shaping the world's economic and political environment. Today, developing countries constitute two thirds of the WTO's membership. The introduction of the "development" dimension of the Doha Round clearly attests to a growing awareness of the ascendancy of developing and least developed countries in recent years. Alongside developed countries, a number of fast-growing developing economies have acquired significant influence in international trade relations - namely, Brazil, Russia, India and China commonly known as the “BRIC” countries.

The recent global economic crisis has accelerated the rise of the BRICs. According to Jim O’Neil, the man who coined the BRIC acronym, the rise of these and other non-western actors speaks of a more democratic globalization and of a new approach to global governance. As a result, the forum for discussing issues of global economic governance has shifted from the G-8 to a more comprehensive G-20. The G-20 has been praised for its more balanced membership, as it brings together important industrial and emerging-market countries from all regions of the world. Collectively, these countries represent around 90 per cent of global gross national product, 80 per cent of world trade and two-thirds of the world's population. These numbers give the G-20 a considerable degree of legitimacy, but what about the remaining one third of the population? Can the G-20 represent all regions of the world? Is a G-192 feasible? Has the geopolitical shift of power in international politics influenced the decision-making process at the WTO?  
The rise in numbers and significance of non-state actors (NSAs) has also confirmed their role in shaping the world's economic and political environment, including at the WTO. Civil society organizations (CSOs), business groups, trade unions and other relevant stakeholders seek to influence the on-going discussions at the WTO, based on their own aims and interests. NSAs have also become important interlocutors and partners for governments, especially in the developing world. What are NSAs preferred channels of engagement for seeking to influence the on-going discussions at the WTO?  Are NSAs successfully influencing discussions at the WTO?  What are the effects of the economic crisis on public attitudes towards the WTO?  

Sub-theme II: The economic, political and technological factors shaping world trade and the role of the rules-based multilateral trading system in contributing to the global economic recovery.
Objectives: To examine the factors that are determining international trade - particularly in the wake of the global economic crisis - and the role of the WTO multilateral rules-based system, including the Doha Round, in contributing towards mitigating the effects of the crisis.
The world economy is currently striving to recover from its deepest economic crisis since the 1930s.  The crisis led to an unprecedented contraction in trade flows that stands in contrast to the process of economic integration and the significant expansion of trade experienced since the Second World War. This expansion was partly driven by the process of globalization that rested on increased economic inter-dependence among nations, which was stimulated by a combination of technological advances, economic policy reforms, and geopolitical changes.

The new geopolitical environment, as well as the financial crisis, are factors that have affected international trade in different ways. The development of new technologies has also contributed towards shaping international trade by changing the way business is conducted and the way people interact. The rapid development of technology has generated both new challenges and new opportunities for economic agents worldwide. What are the main economic, political and technological factors shaping world trade? What is the potential of technological progress and innovation for improving the trading position of the poorest countries? What is the role of the WTO rules-based multilateral system in contributing to the global economic recovery?

Sub-theme III: Coherence between the WTO and other areas of global governance.
Objectives: To identify how the WTO can promote coherence at the international level to better address world problems and contribute towards improved global governance.
Human rights protection, labour standards, environmental protection, gender equality, public health issues, climate change, scarcities in food, energy and natural resources, and new private standards are only some of the areas that the WTO is often called upon to consider in the context of its daily activities, and in some cases to incorporate in negotiations. The Dispute Settlement Mechanism, while on the one hand highly praised for its effectiveness, on the other is often criticised for not taking a stronger stand when deliberating on cases that deal with these issues or other areas of public interest. To what extent should the WTO coordinate its work with that of other intergovernmental organizations? Is there a greater need for transparency and accountability at the international level? How can the WTO address issues that are likely to confront the world economy in the future, such as social standards or climate change, without spreading itself too thin or undermining support for open trade?  

Sub-theme IV:  Looking to the future: What post-crisis agenda for the WTO in a shifting-power scenario?
Objectives: To reflect on what the post-crisis agenda for the WTO should be in a shifting-power scenario and identify steps that will contribute towards bolstering international trade flows and strengthening the multilateral trading system.   
The global economic crisis has lead to a considerable decrease in trade flows.  Although protectionist measures by national governments were largely held in check, and actually declined in the fourth quarter of 2009, protectionism remains a potential threat to the global economy and sustained recovery. As the crisis recedes WTO Members will need to wind down what measures were taken and push for greater market opening. A conclusion of the Doha Round would contribute towards enhancing market access and strengthening the rules-based multilateral trading system. In addition, the crisis has also prompted reflections on the post-crisis agenda for the WTO, including discussions on issues that are not part of the current talks, such as trade and investment and trade and competition policy among others. What steps can governments take that will contribute towards reviving international trade flows? What is the role of the Doha Round of negotiations in strengthening the multilateral trading system? Will the risks of back-tracking increase if the necessary political will to conclude the negotiations remains absent in 2010? What should the WTO post-crisis agenda look like?  Multilateral or sectoral - the future of trade negotiations?
__________
