Subject:
Last Chance for the Agreement on Agriculture

We join NGOs, farm organizations and many other concerned voices 

around the world to urge the following in regard to the negotiations on 

agriculture now underway at the WTO:

·
Addressing trade imbalances and development needs must be the 

first objective of the Agreement on Agriculture. 

·
The second objective must be to recognize the fundamental 

differences between agriculture in the developed and developing 

worlds, 

and the consequent need for different rules to apply: The diversity of 

agricultural systems and cultures is a strength that needs to be 

protected. 

·
There are real differences between the U.S. and E.U. whose 

agriculture represents 2% of the labor force and countries like 

Rwanda, 

whose agriculture employs 80% of the working population;

·
Agriculture is vital to food sovereignty, to rural employment, 

to national income levels and to the generation of foreign exchange in 

most developing nations;

·
Sustained development for these countries, and the realization 

that the right to food, depends on a healthy agricultural sector;

·
Women outnumber men in agricultural production and have a 

vital interest in international agricultural trade rules; and

·
Even for larger and richer developing countries, agriculture 

remains a vital source of livelihoods and economic health.

What is required to ensure multilateral trade rules promote the right 

to food and support development goals?

1.
An end to the dumping of agricultural products through 

enforcing GATT disciplines against the sale of products at below cost 

of production prices plus a reasonable profit. 

2.
An end to subsidizing trans-national agribusiness through: a 

ban on export subsidies and credits; an end to domestic support that 

depresses the price of commodities; the establishment of regulations 

that ensure fair prices; and, a ban on abuses of food aid.

3.
Recognition of the right of developing countries to protect 

themselves from dumped production, through tariffs, quantitative 

restrictions, safeguards and other measures.

4.
The creation of enforceable rules that recognize the special 

and differential needs of developing countries in meeting the needs of 

their vulnerable populations.

5.
Recognition of the rights of farmers and communities in 

developing and developed countries to adopt production and marketing 

systems that are governed by interests of food security, environment 

and development values.

6.
Recognition of the rights of farmers to save, use, exchange 

and sell seeds and other propogative materials, and the rights of 

indigenous peoples and other local communities over their knowledge, 

customs and resources.

The U.S. 2002 Farm Bill and the state of CAP reform in the E.U. mean 

it will be hard to make these changes. If the fundamental reforms 

outlined above are not included in the modalities of the new 

agricultural agreement, developing countries should seriously consider 

whether it is worth continuing to negotiate. Without these changes the 

WTO rules will continue to be detrimental to food security and 

development. We therefore urge our governments to actively support the 

necessary reforms.

