Biography
Gro Harlem Brundtland - Special Envoy on Climate Change, United Nations and former Prime Minister of Norway
Gro Harlem Brundtland (born April 20, 1939). A medical doctor and Master of Public Health (MPH), spent 10 years as a physician and scientist in the Norwegian public health system. For more than 20 years she was in public office, half of them as prime minister. In 1981, after the resignation of Prime Minister Nordli, Gro Harlem Brundtland became the first woman prime minister of Norway, leading a minority Labour government for nine months. In the 1980s she gained international recognition, championing the principle of sustainable development as the chair of the World Commission of Environment and Development (the Brundtland Commission), which produced the report, 'Our Common Future'.

Her international work considerably raised the profile of Norway in world affairs and in 1988 she was awarded the Third World Foundation Prize for leadership on environment issues. Brundtland became prime minister again in 1986, appointing a cabinet consisting of eight women and nine men, making it the most heavily female-dominated cabinet in history. She lost the 1989 election, but when the victorious centre-right coalition failed in 1990 she returned to power, winning another election in 1993. She remained prime minister until her resignation in 1996.  After her resignation as prime-minister she was mentioned as a candidate for the post of secretary general of NATO. However, she instead returned to the field of medicine when in 1998 she was elected for a five-year term as Director General of the World Health Orginization. 

Throughout her political career, Dr Brundtland has developed a growing concern for issues of global significance.
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