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Session 17: A new global contract for food and agriculture: What can the WTO contribute?
Organized by: The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP)
Date: Tuesday, 29 September, 14:15 – 16:15 

Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT

In 2009, more than one billion people will suffer from hunger according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the unfolding global economic crisis is only making matters worse. It is vital to reform the international governance of food and agriculture so as to remedy this situation.


Reforming agriculture and trade policies will be part of this global effort – whether in the form of a partnership, a contract, or a convention - and the WTO has a contribution to make to the reform. This session will:
· present innovative ideas for reforming the global governance of food and agriculture;
· define the role the WTO might play in such a new framework; and
· discuss possible next steps for this discussion.

This session will aim at discussing the role of the WTO in a renewed system of governance of agriculture and food. It will build on the variety of perspectives and the expertise of the participants whom the public forum brings together.
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