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Session 27: WTO as a Crucial Component of the Global Governance Architecture: 

Past Lessons and Future Challenges 
Organized by: University of Windsor 
Date: Wednesday, 30 September, 09:00 – 11:00 

Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

The fundamental premise of this session is the recognition that the WTO plays a crucial role in the global economic architecture. The panellists will focus on identifying and examining the challenges currently impacting the world trading system and, by extension, the global economic governance, with the objective of proposing solutions to these challenges.

The focus will be on the state of the Doha Round of negotiations and the impact of the financial crisis. Ways of moving the Round forward, and options for going beyond Doha and re-visiting the negotiating agenda will be suggested. The session will examine different aspects of the current economic crisis with regard to international trade flows and the WTO as an organization. 

In terms of the substantive issues to be explored, the session will examine the role of developing countries, the concept of reciprocity plurilateralism, the principle of single undertaking, and the WTO negotiating process. With respect to reciprocity plurilateralism, one specific question is whether and how free riding needs to be contained, and whether the distinction between negotiations on market access and on rules is important in approaching this issue. The principle of single undertaking will be evaluated, and options will be presented for introducing some flexibility to the WTO negotiating process. The ways in which the WTO negotiations have dealt with critiques of the global governance architecture, especially through various forms of democratic accountability, inclusive participation, persuasion and problem solving, will be examined. The position of developing and least-developed countries in the world trading system in the current global financial crisis will be examined in the context of each of these substantive issues. 

The session will conclude with a set of policy recommendations aimed at strengthening the global governance architecture.
Panellists:
John Curtis - Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) 

Anna Lanoszka – Professor of International Economic Relations at the University of Windsor
Pierre Sauvé - Deputy Managing Director at the World Trade Institute (WTI)
J.P. Singh – Professor at Georgetown University, in Washington DC 
Heidi Ulrich – An Independent Trade Analyst 
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