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Session 37: Multilateralism, Our Global Crises and Strategies for the Future
Organized by: South Centre and the Global Development and Environment Institute, Tufts University
Date: Wednesday, 30 September, 14:15 – 16:15 

Meeting Room: E
ABSTRACT

Developing countries are deeply impacted by the global financial and economic crisis. Food issues and climate change also remain extremely acute problems for many of the poorest countries. Will the Doha Round of negotiations, if completed, facilitate or hinder countries in reducing their vulnerability during these crises?

To determine this point, this session will examine the following issues:

· What is happening to developing countries in the areas of food and agriculture, industrialization, and also in terms of the challenges of climate change?
· What is being asked of developing countries in the Doha negotiations in agriculture, non-agricultural market access (NAMA) and services?
· Will the Doha Development Agenda be a help or a hindrance in increasing the resilience of vulnerable countries during these tumultuous times?
· Are there some fresh approaches to trade rules that can better support developing countries through these crises, and also assist them in achieving their long-term development goals?
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