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ABSTRACT

The TRIPS Agreement was finalized roughly two decades ago and has been in force for developing countries for half that time; it is timely to look ahead to its future. What has been the impact of TRIPS on innovation in general? What has been its impact on the level of worldwide intellectual property (IP) protection and on the way in which IP laws are applied in practice? What new issues and developments are critically shaping the post-TRIPS world? Are they leaving a sufficient margin for countries to carry out their policies on vital issues such as public health or cultural and educational development, and is that margin being adequately taken advantage of? How can the inherent potential of an Agreement like TRIPS be enhanced so as to offer a sound and resilient framework encompassing a range of interests? 

As the post-TRIPS world takes shape, these topics have become increasingly important. First, proactive measures to ensure an adequate calibration of international IP protection would send a strong political signal to those using bilateral or multilateral agreements as a lever to increase the standards of protection. Second, considering TRIPS in its entirety is an apt complement to efforts currently taking place under the aegis of WIPO to integrate development concerns and regulate particular types of limitations and exceptions. The session will consider all these developments and place them in the larger context of ongoing activities aiming to shape the post-TRIPS world. 
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