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Session 15: The Evolving International Trade Order: The Global Sourcing and New Challenges to the WTO System

Organized by: American Society of International Law (ASIL) and International Economic Law Interest Group (IEcLIG)
Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 09:00 - 11:00

Meeting Room: W

ABSTRACT
 

The trading rules established under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Agreement on Customs Valuation and the WTO Agreement on the Rules of Origin, among other agreements, are geared towards 19th and early 20th century trading patterns. They fail to take into account the critical changes in trading patterns that have been brought about by globalization, such as the nascent phenomenon of complex global supply chains.  Importers now source from multiple countries, sell in multiple countries and are themselves incorporated in multiple countries. Yet the current trading rules are premised on mono-location and a linear trade flow endemic to a mercantilist structure under which state actors compete to maximize exports while containing imports and conduct trade negotiations accordingly.

Our panel aims to explore how these global supply chains challenge outmoded trading rules and exert mounting influence within the global trading system. The panel will consider the ways in which the trading regime faces new challenges from complex global supply chains. These include the transfer of technologies, the increasing complexity of investment disciplines and the relevance of country of origin rules. The panel will also discuss how current trading rules offer a fertile ground for a perverted political debate on trade, and whether the current crisis over the Doha Round negotiations is due, in part, to such misguided political debates on trade.
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