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Session 18: Advancing Trade and Environment in the Absence of Negotiations

Organized by: International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)

Date: Tuesday, 20 September, 11:15 - 13:15

Meeting Room: CR

ABSTRACT

When environmental issues were included in the mandate for the Doha Round, it appeared that the environment had finally been accepted as a legitimate issue in the trade context. Ten years on, the environmental negotiations have fared no better than the overall Round of which they are a part. There have been no hostilities between the trade and environment regimes, but no environmental issues have been solved and the WTO has not developed any effective mechanism for addressing trade and environmental concerns.

If the problems of the Doha Round have brought anything to light, it is that trade issues can no longer be addressed in isolation from other key public policy concerns. The search for mutual supportiveness and mutual accountability can no longer acceptably be dealt with through slogans or high-sounding aspirations. We need now to locate – or invent – suitable forums and mechanisms for sorting out the contradictions. This is a worthy task for the WTO membership in a period of post-Round blues, and the issues at the interface of trade and environment are now sufficiently well understood.

This panel will discuss the opportunities to advance key trade and environment issues in the absence of a "round" of negotiations and will suggest that the issue is not so much technical as institutional. The panellists will look at existing vehicles for the exercise of mutual accountability between the trade and environment regimes, including existing monitoring and surveillance mechanisms, and will consider whether new mechanisms are needed.
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