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Session 32: Food Security and Trade in Services: Risks and Opportunities for Developing Countries

Organized by: Trade Knowledge Network and the South African Institute for International Affairs

Date: Wednesday, September 21, 9:00 - 11:00

Meeting Room: D

ABSTRACT

The services sector is an increasingly integral part of global food supply chains, with the production, distribution and marketing of food products relying on logistics, infrastructural services, and financial and professional services. The GATS inclusion of “Services incidental to agriculture, hunting and forestry”, as well as services commitments in regional trade agreements, therefore has a potentially far-reaching impact on food security. Particularly in developing countries, where these services may be lacking, it is essential to better understand the linkages between services liberalization and food security. 

The session will address the following issues: 

· How do services contribute to the cost and distribution of food products?

· Under which circumstances could deeper liberalization result in lowering costs and improving the distribution of food products? 

· What implications do the current GATS negotiations have for food security?

· What are the potential risks for developing countries with respect to services liberalization incidental to agriculture? 
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