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ABSTRACT

The Doha Round of multilateral trade negotiations, initially intended to be completed in 2004, is now set to reach its 10th anniversary without any realistic prospect of a successful conclusion anytime soon. This is particularly frustrating for least-developed countries (LDCs) and small vulnerable economies (SVEs), given that it was dubbed the “Development Round” with a view to addressing their needs and interests. 

The Doha deadlock is also being regarded by many as a challenge to multilateralism. Trends suggest that the multilateral trade model is moving towards smaller negotiating platforms with limited participation by the poorest and most vulnerable countries. If the experience of Doha leads to more efforts being diverted towards bilateral and regional arrangements, the interests of poor and vulnerable countries could be profoundly jeopardized.     

This session proposes to bring the future of multilateralism under the spotlight to better appreciate the potential consequences for LDCs and SVEs in the light of the Doha Round and to discuss how the rules-based multilateral trading system can address these consequences. Relevant questions will include:
● How well have the concerns of LDCs and SVEs been addressed in the Doha Round and what are the key outstanding issues of interest to them? 

● What are the likely costs to LDCs and SVEs of a possible failure of the Round?

● What are the implications of the rise of emerging developing countries for multilateral trade negations and when promoting the interests of weaker economies?

● In the light of the Doha Round, how best can LDCs and SVEs be helped in the future to ensure their effective and enhanced participation in world trade? What can the WTO do in this respect?
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