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Abstract 

The final session wrapped up the debates held during the three days of the Public Forum and highlighted the main questions raised in relation to each of the core sub-themes. 
In relation to food security, recurring themes were changes in agriculture and food policy, such as biofuels and speculation in commodity markets, and opportunities for international collective action with a view to improved market information and clearer rules. The challenges of sustainable development were at the heart of the debate on trade in natural resources, including the search for the right ecological and economic balance for resource exploitation and accounting for carbon emissions. On the "Made in the World Initiative", advances in measuring global value chains were discussed. Intersections between trade and investment regulations were mentioned, as well as the impact of outsourcing and offshoring on employment. Finally, on the way ahead for the multilateral trading system, there was a general sense that what were dubbed 19th-century issues (mainly related to the Doha Development Agenda) needed to be settled before moving to 21st-century issues such as climate change and sustainable energy. Proposals for unlocking the Doha Round were discussed, along with ideas on how to deal with preferential trade agreements.
1. Presentations by the panellists
(a) Ms María Pérez-Esteve, Public Forum Coordinator, Counsellor, Information and External Relations Division, WTO 
The closing session started with an overview of the Forum by Ms Pérez-Esteve. The civil society representatives – including representatives from non-governmental and business organizations, journalists, academics, parliamentarians, and representatives from governments and from different inter-governmental organizations – registered to attend this year's event totalled 1,610, one of the highest attendance figures since 2001. Record numbers were registered for business representatives (200), parliamentarians (over 100, compared to about 50 in 2010) and students (260, compared to approximately 100 in previous years). Of the Forum’s 46 sessions, those that attracted the most participants were the Director-General’s inaugural speech (500), the plenary opening session (500), session 3 ("Made in the world: Facts and Implications for Trade") (150), session 7 (“State aid, subsidies and competition policy — What future role for the WTO?”) (155) and high-level session 10 (“Seeking answers to global trade challenges: One-on-one interview with Pascal Lamy”) (250). 

Ms Pérez-Esteve mentioned the fact that there was increased coverage of the Public Forum in 2011 via the social media platforms Facebook, Twitter and YouTube prior to and during the event. As in 2010, a Twitter Fountain was set up which featured over 1,000 tweets, and over 200 re-tweets. This allowed interested stakeholders to participate in the event through social media even if they could not make it to Geneva. At the time of the Public Forum there were 4,650 followers on WTO_OMC Facebook page (now 5,108), 3,653 followers on Twitter (now 3,932), and 760 people subscribed to the YouTube channel (now 793).  In addition, there were 1,677 followers on the WTO Publications Facebook page (now 1,756) and 4,108 on Twitter (now 4,272). 

The closing session also hosted the award ceremony for the Public Forum’s video contest and the launch of the WTO Youth Ambassador Programme. The video contest was open to participants over 18 years of age and the principle was that participants had five minutes to outline "their answers to global trade challenges" or to address one of the Forum’s sub-themes. 

Ms Natasha Ardiani was awarded first prize – a sponsored trip to attend the Public Forum – for her video, which was entitled: "What does made in the world mean to me?" Ms Ardiani, a student in Economic Policy at the Australian National University, Canberra, is 21 years old and comes from Indonesia. All finalists also had their videos posted on the WTO's YouTube channel. An additional prize was awarded for the most popular video, as determined by YouTube viewers. The winner of this award was Mr Lautaro Ramirez, 28 years of age from Argentina, for his short film on "Regional Integration Agreements and WTO". 

The ceremony went on to announce the formal launch of the WTO Youth Ambassador Programme. The idea for the Programme originated in a video submitted by Mr Paparo from Australia on behalf of his sons, William Paparo, 15 years old and Daniel Paparo, 13 years old. The Programme is open to undergraduate university students over 18 years old and consists of an essay or video contest. The paper or video submission must address a specific question that will be decided in advance and the winner will be invited to share his or her views and policy recommendations at a panel discussion on the issue at hand during next year's Public Forum. 

A video clip of highlights from the sessions and interviews with participants was shown, and then the panellists provided their reflections on the Forum's sub-themes.

(b) Ms Lee Ann Jackson, Counsellor, Agriculture and Commodities Division, WTO

Asked to comment on the forum's debates on food security, Ms Jackson said that the issue had been discussed in seven dedicated panels as well as during the high-level sessions. The context for the debate is challenging: 950 million people are hungry today; the world population in 2050 is projected to reach nine billion; and climate change is altering conditions for agriculture. She said that the discussions highlighted two recurring themes: changes in agriculture and food policies, and opportunities for international collective action. 

Referring to the changing agriculture and food policy landscape, discussants had suggested that, in a context of economic uncertainty, governments would do well to spend more on rural infrastructure and on improving farm productivity and long-term competitiveness. Biofuels are increasingly significant, and governmental policy has been creating incentives for its production through subsidies and blending mandates. However, there is concern about policies that could lead to a rapid increase in demand for particular food crops, and thus could contribute to volatility. Another topic that came up frequently in discussions was the ambiguous role of financial derivatives in the context of agricultural price volatility. The role of financial speculation on agricultural prices is highly contested; one economist said that some speculation helps to stabilize prices, but there could well be such a thing as excessive speculation.

On the second recurring theme, concerning opportunities for international collective action, it was suggested that market information systems for agriculture might help food price volatility.  In this context, the new Agricultural Market Information System, hosted by the FAO, could contribute to market transparency. In terms of trade rules, export restrictions were repeatedly mentioned, with analysts suggesting that uncoordinated export restrictions exacerbated the effects of food price swings in 2007-08.  Other experts recommended that the issue of export barriers be considered this December's WTO Ministerial Conference.
 (c) Mr Patrick Rata, Counsellor, Trade and Environment Division, WTO

Mr Rata presented the common points raised in the five panels on natural resources trade. There was discussion of the fact that the share of natural resources in world trade is rising, and the sector has important implications for sustainable development. Finding a balance in utilizing resources without depleting either them or the environment to the point of exhaustion was another theme, as was the question of devising policies that foster eco-innovation and reduce resource consumption and the role for the WTO at this intersection. 

Further points were climate change, the challenge of how to account for the emissions that result from the trade of products, and the impact of production and consumption-based account systems. The question of trade-related climate change mitigation measures was also raised, along with the potential disputes any unilateral action may cause. Among the development issues dealt with during the sessions, Mr Rata mentioned the challenge of finding the right balance between pursuing economic growth based on the exploitation of natural resources and having this growth hampered by unbalanced dependence. The durability of the current high level of commodity prices was also discussed. Finally, Mr Rata highlighted the question of whether energy trade requires a general or specific legal framework, and the implications for WTO rules.

(d) Mr Hubert Escaith, Chief Statistician, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO

Mr Escaith said that considerable progress has been made at measuring the extent to which global value chains are producing goods that can only be described as being “Made in the World”. It has been demonstrated that a country's industrial competitiveness now also depends on the competiveness of all domestic suppliers, including those of services, together with the quality of imports of intermediate products. The implications for trade policy are that more and better imports of these products can boost the value added of exports, and that imported finished products may include a large proportion of exported high value domestic components. Protectionist policies may hurt domestic companies more than they help them. 

Regulating trade separately from investment is often impractical and it was suggested that the absence of investment in multilateral trade rules is driving some towards bilateral and regional agreements. On the flip side, the “spaghetti bowl” of rules of origin arising from multiple regional trade agreements was also criticized. The role of government was also highlighted, particularly the fact that the right mix of policy — not least, infrastructure, human capital investment and trade facilitation — can help small developing countries lacking large domestic markets to take advantage of global supply chains. 

Finally, the complex and difficult issue of the net impact of outsourcing and offshoring on employment in developed countries was heavily debated. While, on the positive side, it was noted that not all low-skilled tasks are “offshorable”, and individual functions are usually made of several tasks, some of them being not easily delocalized. Conversely, many medium-skilled jobs relying on IT could be more easily offshorable, and wage disparity may increase as the productivity of best-qualified jobs tends to benefit from outsourcing. Be that as it may, the discussants agreed that the available data was still not good enough to warrant definitive conclusions on the causality chain between "Made in the World" and employment in developed countries. For many developing countries the balance was mainly positive, but challenges remain for least-developed countries in Africa to insert themselves successfully in global supply chains.

(e) Mr Said El Hachimi, Counsellor, Information and External Relations Division, WTO

Mr El Hachimi noted that over half of the 46 sessions organized at the forum dealt with the evolution of the multilateral trading system. One aspect focused on the fate of the Doha Round. During one discussion, Director-General Pascal Lamy had stressed that negotiations do not die, they may simply not conclude. But even if the talks do not conclude, the issues they cover will need to be addressed. 

A second aspect focused on what was dubbed “21st-century trade issues” and looked at the blurring of lines between trade policy and issues like food security, climate change, and currency values. The changing geopolitics of the global economy – driven above all by the rise of emerging economies – were also discussed. Some talked about potential institutional reforms for the WTO, although Pascal Lamy thought that procedural reforms might be more achievable than fundamental institutional changes to core principles like consensus-based decision-making. 

Finally, considerable attention was paid to preferential trade agreements. Many indicated the shift from tariff-based to a regulatory-based spaghetti bowl. One business representative described the proliferation of such accords as a "horror" for the private sector. Participants debated potential roles for the WTO in monitoring such agreements; some proposed the need for the WTO to elaborate a best practice preferential trade agreement to help members grapple with the wide diversity of agreements currently implemented or being negotiated.
2. Questions and comments by the audience: 

When the debate was opened to the audience, MIT Professor Nicholas Ashford warned that employment and purchasing concerns would be of huge importance in the decades to come. Green economic transformations that fail to deliver employment growth are unlikely to receive much support. Trade, industrialization and the nature of the industrial state need to be re-thought to ensure that large proportions of populations can affordably acquire goods and services. It is not enough for stock exchanges to show positive rates of return.

Mr Escaith sounded a historical note, observing that Karl Marx's dim predictions that capitalism's exploitation of workers would lead to its own doom were ultimately demolished by Henry Ford, who increased workers' wages so that they could afford to buy the cars they made. In the new world economy, building new governance will be necessary.

3. Conclusion

In conclusion, Ms Jackson pointed to the challenges of collective action, and suggested that the Forum provided a chance for participants to see if their own ideas were shared by others, thus facilitating the development of “collective hunches” that could point the way to solutions. Mr Rata recalled that the public forum was established to provide a voice to other stakeholders in the WTO. Mr El Hachimi highlighted the networking value of the simultaneous presence of NGOs, government officials, parliamentarians, and others. He cited the fisheries subsidies negotiations as an example of how an NGO issue had entered the WTO agenda. Ms Pérez-Esteve thanked the WTO staff, who had worked on the Forum and, above all, the public for participation, saying: "This is your forum, and we hope to see you again next year."

 

 

