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Session 5: A WTO Framework Agreement for Sustainable Energy

Organized by: Institut du développement durable et des relations internationales (IDDRI) and International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD)

Date: Monday, 19 September, 12:00 - 14:00

Meeting Room: E

ABSTRACT

Both from the viewpoint of climate change and of energy security, the sustainable supply of energy is a critical issue. However, the regulation of energy is currently highly fragmented, including within the WTO.

The purpose of this session is to get a sense of the challenges that the development of a sustainable energy supply are likely raise in terms of WTO rules, to raise awareness of these issues with the trade community in and beyond Geneva, and to acquire input in order to move forward with an integrated framework for sustainable energy in the WTO. 

The event will feature clean energy experts and representatives from the private sector, academia and government on the state of play of clean energy support (including production subsidies and feed-in tariffs), climate-friendly goods and services, and other issues involved in the development of a sustainable energy supply. 

Discussion with the public is set to fuel creative thinking on potential multilateral responses to existing challenges regarding the issue of energy in the WTO. 
The following questions will be raised:
● Are current WTO rules supportive of clean energy development?
● How can current and future trade regulation encourage clean energy development?
● How would a framework agreement on energy in the WTO fit with other WTO Agreements?
● How do current WTO disputes on renewable energy support influence the political economy of negotiations on this topic?
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