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Session 6:  Building coherent global governance for food security

Organized by: WTO Agriculture and Commodities Division 

Date: Monday, 19 September, 14:00-16:00

Meeting Room: CR

ABSTRACT
In November 2010, G-20 leaders asked a group of international organizations to develop options on how to better mitigate and manage the risks associated with price volatility of food and other agriculture commodities, without distorting market behavior and with the goal of protecting the poor. In response, a working group of international organizations developed a policy report with ten key recommendations. The report also describes proposals for mechanisms of international cooperation to implement the recommendations and monitor progress. In June 2011 the G-20's Ministerial Declaration, “Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture”, was adopted and included many of these recommendations.

This session will focus on the Action Plan's recommendation to strengthen international policy coordination for food security. The panelists will be invited to examine current efforts being undertaken by international organizations to coordinate actions and enhance information-sharing. In addition, speakers will discuss ideas on how current recommendations may be implemented and what the potential benefits and challenges of particular approaches might be.

Discussions will be guided by the following main questions:

● What is the outlook for global food security, and what are the key factors determining food security outcomes at the national level?

● How can multilateral institutions contribute individually and collectively to addressing food security challenges?

● What are the priorities for action? 
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