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Session 22: HIGH-LEVEL PANEL on Global value chains:

implications for trade policy
Organized by: WTO Secretariat, Information and External Relations Division

Date: Tuesday, 25 September, 14:00 — 16:00

Meeting Room: CR

ABSTRACT

The import content of exports has grown markedly in recent decades. The emergence of global value chains (GVCs) as a predominant mode of international production is the result of technological and policy influences, as well as business strategies. Advances in information and transport technology have shrunk distance. The embrace of openness in a globalized world has encouraged business to take advantage of multiple production locations for single products. Changes in global patterns of supply and demand, new elements of business risk, evolving attitudes towards social and environmental sustainability, technological innovation and differing attitudes towards policy are among the factors that are changing the world in which GVCs operate. Questions to be considered by the Panel include the following:

· In what ways do trade policy impact global value chains?

· Considering how GVCs blend the supply of goods and services, and “bundle” the effects of other areas of policy, is there a case for reconsidering the structure of international rules on trade?

· How can developing countries, and in particular least-developed ones, participate in GVCs? 
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