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ABSTRACT

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), agriculture accounts for 70 per cent of global water use. However, water requirements vary depending upon cropping system, climate and farming practices. In many countries, agriculture can account for more than 90 per cent of water use. Climate change will both reduce and increase water availability — altering the distribution of agricultural production, creating new risks both for agricultural producers and consumers. Countries can respond to these new risks by adapting their policies. Some national policies directly target the use of water in agriculture, such as irrigation subsidies, investments in technological innovation and water pricing. Others, such as trade policies, indirectly affect national water use by influencing the movement of agriculture products across borders. The challenge is to develop policies to manage risks associated with changing conditions without introducing market distortions or damaging water quality.

This session will focus on the relationship between agricultural trade and water resources, and the ways in which agricultural policies and trade affect the global and local availability, use and quality of water.
· What are the linkages between agricultural trade, water and food security?

· What are the effects of international trade on domestic water resources and global water-use efficiency?

· How can we measure the effects of agricultural policies on the short- and long-term availability and quality of domestic water resources?

· How can a more efficient use of water resources be encouraged?
