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ABSTRACT

Non-state actors (NSAs) play an instrumental role in WTO dispute settlement. While NSAs cannot directly participate as parties to a dispute, they are often affected by trade restrictions and WTO-inconsistent policies. As such, they may provide critical input and information to members. In many respects, NSAs serve as “resource enhancers” to the members whose support they need to defend their strategic interests, whether of a commercial or public nature. Effective public—private collaboration seems essential in the context of WTO dispute settlement, yet the relationship between members and NSAs can be complex, as their respective interests are not always aligned.

This session will present perspectives on the role of NSAs in WTO dispute settlement and on the evolution of their participation over time. Drawing on the expertise of government, private sector and legal counsel representatives with extensive experience in WTO litigation, the session will discuss formal and informal channels used by NSAs to advance their interests and communicate their views to members, from the time a trade barrier is identified to the final stage of implementation of a WTO ruling. It will also highlight some of the key challenges faced by members in managing the demands and expectations of the private sector and in coordinating among various stakeholders.
The panel will address questions such as:

· Do NSAs consider the WTO dispute settlement mechanism to be an effective tool to defend their interests?

· What is the added value of NSA participation in WTO dispute settlement, both from the point of view of members, in particular developing country members, and the multilateral trading system as a whole?

· Is there scope for improving public—private collaboration in trade disputes?

· How can public—private partnerships contribute to enhancing global trade governance?
