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ABSTRACT

This session will discuss the main challenges for international cooperation raised by recent changes in non-tariff measures (NTM). The discussion will be based on the findings of the World Trade Report 2012, which takes a fresh look at NTMs and services regulation. Public policy measures such as technical barriers to trade (TBT) and sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures are now predominant among NTMs, reflecting a trend in which NTMs are less about shielding producers from import competition and more about attaining public policy objectives. With the expansion of global production sharing, product and process standards are becoming increasingly relevant. The session examines how these changes affect the current market-access based framework of the multilateral trading system and the challenges they pose for governance.

The challenges and the questions to be raised are grouped around the following four core themes:

I. Transparency

· Why is it important to enhance the transparency of NTMS and what needs to be done?

II. Legal challenges

· Are WTO adjudicators required to assess the legitimacy of the objectives of public policies and should they be?

· Could non-violation complaints play a role in achieving a better balance between policy commitments and flexibility?

III. Challenges related to regulatory convergence

· How and where should regulatory convergence be promoted?

· Does the existing WTO legal framework strike the right balance between the pursuit of gains from trade and the pursuit of public policy objectives?

IV. Private standards

· Why are developing countries concerned about the proliferation of private standards?
· What is the level of responsibility that governments have with respect to what private standard-setting bodies do within their territories?
