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ABSTRACT

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement aspires to provide a regional solution to the many overlapping, bilateral deals that have emerged in the past decade. Importantly, it also aims to be different and to be a “21st Century Preferential Trade Agreement” in a world where many trade barriers take a non-tariff form. One in which trade in goods is but a part of a larger picture in which the need to facilitate global goods and services supply chains has become critical. The TPP aspires to achieve trans-national coherence across a wide spectrum of issues affecting trade and investment. It also seeks to innovate beyond the already extensive approach adopted in other PTAs towards a whole range of trade and trade-related issues — from intellectual property protection, competition rules, product standards and investment disciplines to environmental and labour issues.

This panel is part of a book launch, The Trans-Pacific Partnership: A Quest for a 21st Century Trade Agreement. The papers in this panel consider different aspects of the TPP negotiations, including the overarching framework of the agreement; the fit between the TPP and other regional and global trade regimes; and specific aspects of the agreement including trade in goods, export restrictions, and services. The book takes seriously the question of whether the TPP will ultimately succeed in reaching its ambitious targets of creating a new, 21st century, high-quality agreement. In areas where there appears to be a gap between ambition and reality, the authors consider the reasons why these aims have not been met.
