ANNEX 3. MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS (Accession related paragraphs)
SINGAPORE MINISTERIAL DECLARATION
WTO document WT/MIN(96)/DEC
Adopted on 13 December 1996

8. 
It is important that the 28 applicants now negotiating accession contribute to completing the accession process by accepting the WTO rules and by offering meaningful market access commitments.  We will work to bring these applicants expeditiously into the WTO system.  
GENEVA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

WTO document WT/MIN(98)/DEC/1

Adopted on 20 May 1998

7.
We welcome the WTO Members who have joined since we met in Singapore:  Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mongolia, Niger and Panama.  We welcome the progress made with 31 applicants currently negotiating their accession and renew our resolution to ensure that the accession processes proceed as rapidly as possible.  We recall that accession to the WTO requires full respect of WTO rules and disciplines as well as meaningful market access commitments on the part of acceding candidates. 

DOHA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

WTO document WT/MIN(01)/DEC/1

Adopted on 14 November 2001

9.
We note with particular satisfaction that this Conference has completed the WTO accession procedures for China and Chinese Taipei.  We also welcome the accession as new Members, since our last Session, of Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Jordan, Lithuania, Moldova and Oman, and note the extensive market-access commitments already made by these countries on accession.  These accessions will greatly strengthen the multilateral trading system, as will those of the 28 countries now negotiating their accession.  We therefore attach great importance to concluding accession proceedings as quickly as possible.  In particular, we are committed to accelerating the accession of least-developed countries.

38. 
We confirm that technical cooperation and capacity building are core elements of the development dimension of the multilateral trading system, and we welcome and endorse the New Strategy for WTO Technical Cooperation and Capacity Building, Growth and Integration. We instruct the Secretariat, in coordination with other relevant agencies, to support domestic efforts for mainstreaming trade into national plans for economic development and strategies for poverty reduction. The delivery of WTO technical assistance shall be designed to assist developing and least-developed countries in transition to adjust to WTO rules and disciplines, implement obligations and exercise the rights of membership, including drawing on the benefits of an open, rules-based multilateral trading system. Priority shall also be accorded to small, vulnerable, and transition economies, as well as to Members and Observers without representation in Geneva. We reaffirm our support for the valuable work of the International Trade Centre, which should be enhanced. 

42. … We agree to work to facilitate and accelerate negotiations with acceding LDCs.  We instruct the Secretariat to reflect the priority we attach to LDCs' accessions in the annual plans for technical assistance.  
CANCÚN MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

WTO document WT/MIN(03)/20 

Adopted on 23 September 2003 

2. 
At this meeting we have welcomed Cambodia and Nepal as the first least-developed countries to accede to the WTO since its establishment.

HONG KONG MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

WTO document WT/MIN(05)/DEC 

Adopted on 22 December 2005 

59.
We reaffirm our strong commitment to making the WTO truly global in scope and membership.  We welcome those new Members who have completed their accession processes since our last Session, namely Nepal, Cambodia and Saudi Arabia.  We note with satisfaction that Tonga has completed its accession negotiations to the WTO.  These accessions further strengthen the rules-based multilateral trading system.  We continue to attach priority to the 29 ongoing accessions with a view to concluding them as rapidly and smoothly as possible.  We stress the importance of facilitating and accelerating the accession negotiations of least-developed countries, taking due account of the guidelines on LDC accession adopted by the General Council in December 2002.

