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Good morning and thank you for coming to this breakfast focused on LDC issues and in particular the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF).  


It has been more than 4 years,  since we, the EIF partners, started the exercise to revamp this programme and it is therefore high time we take advantage of your presence here in Geneva to look at the progress made; 

-
to hear from the beneficiaries about their experience in implementing the EIF on the ground, 
-
to hear from the EIF secretariat about progress in operationalising the administrative framework of the EIF, 
-
to hear from donors their views of the progress achieved so far and to initiate a discussion on the future of the initiative, particularly regarding future financing needs.


As you all know, the Enhanced Integrated Framework for LDCs is the flagship trade related technical assistance program specifically dedicated towards LDCs. It is part of the overall Aid for Trade program but targeted specifically at LDCs and as such its continued backing should be premised on our collective commitment to continue supporting you build your trade capacity which has now become even more critical given the impact of the current crisis.

At the 6th WTO ministerial conference in Hong Kong in 2005, ministers endorsed  the three key elements that would constitute the Enhanced Integrated Framework, namely; increased and predictable funding, strengthened in country coordination capacity and enhanced governance.


On the issue of providing adequate and predictable funding for EIF, donors followed up on their commitment to fund the EIF by organising a pledging conference in Stockholm in September 2007 which mobilised  a total of $170 million in new pledges. These pledges equalled around 75% of the total budget for the first five years. As projects start rolling I believe it is imperative that we transform pledges into actual disbursements.  

On the need to strengthen recipient country ownership, significant progress has been made in setting up operational national coordinating units. These are proving effective in coordinating national strategies and project formulation and implementation. My sense is that least developed countries   are now increasingly mainstreaming trade into their development strategies and this was reaffirmed during the recent Global Aid for Trade Review conference we held in July. 

It would be good if you could tell us today about concrete, specific projects which have been launched on the ground in your countries and which are starting to make a difference. This is important for LDC members as it is for those negotiating their accession to the WTO. 

On the issue of global governance for the EIF, the presence this morning of Dorothy Tembo is testament of the progress achieved in this regard. The EIF secretariat is now fully functional and consultations are underway for the transition from the current interim EIF board to a formal board. I am sure Dorothy will provide more details on these issues in her intervention this morning.

The current global economic crisis has impacted on all economies, big and small. But as we all know, it is the LDCs that have borne the full brunt of this crisis more than others because of their specific vulnerabilities. It is therefore imperative that at this crucial moment, while even donors are experiencing substantial budget pressures, support to the EIF be maintained. Targeted assistance for capacity building, together with the improved market access that will result from the conclusion of the Doha Round, are key ingredients to help LDCs weather the current storm and invest in the future.

With these words I now invite Dorothy to make her comments.


Dorothy you have the floor.
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