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Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs les ministres et délégués, vos Excellences,


C’est la première fois que j’ai le privilège de participer à une conférence ministérielle de l’OMC, et c’est un honneur pour moi de me trouver parmi vous. Je suis également heureux de vous présenter mon collègue Gerry Ritz, ministre de l’Agriculture et de l’Agroalimentaire, qui m’accompagne aujourd’hui.


Mr. Chairman, trade is the life blood of the Canadian economy and the WTO has long been the cornerstone of Canadian trade policy. This is an important opportunity to take stock of the functioning and accomplishments of this institution and to look to the challenges before us.


Mr. Chairman, the international community has been struggling through one of the worst global economic crises we have ever seen.


The WTO has done valuable work in the fight against the risk of increased protectionism in economically difficult times.  Director General Lamy’s tireless advocacy to maintain open markets and the work the Secretariat has done in monitoring and reporting on protectionist measures certainly have helped us to resist those pressures. 


We cannot afford to lose sight of the importance of keeping markets open and creating new market access opportunities, especially for our developing and least-developed trading partners.


Dans le cadre des réunions, nous examinerons les mesures qui pourront être mises en œuvre en vue de continuer à renforcer le travail de l’organisme. C’est d’ailleurs pour cette raison que nous sommes impatients de poursuivre les discussions sur la proposition présentée par l’Inde, que le Canada appuie.


Mr. Chairman, Canada remains committed to advancing the agenda in Trade, Debt and Finance.  Canada also welcomes the suggestion that we ramp up effort to define early actions on environmental goods which would be a benefit not only for efforts on climate change but also in achieving freer and open trade here at the WTO.

I also encourage all WTO Members to begin thinking about important emerging issues such as the trade dimensions of climate change and in particular the dangers of border measures.  While these issues cannot be resolved until the international climate change regime has been agreed, it is not too early to explore their possible impacts on the trading system.


The single most important thing we can do to help secure a recovery from the global economic crisis and build momentum for future growth and stability is to bring the Doha Development Round to a successful conclusion. 


Mr. Chairman, the Doha negotiations need to move forward.  We can all see the outlines of a deal, but there are gaps that need to be filled.  We must keep pressing through all available means including bilateral, plurilateral and multilateral processes. 


While we all inevitably must look to our own interests, we also must take our responsibilities.  We have a solid base on which to build.  At the same time, however, we do need to show flexibility where adjustments may be required.  Perhaps most importantly, we must cooperate so as not to let a successful conclusion of more than 7 years of work slip from our grasp.


Mr. Chairman, Canada is seeking an ambitious and balanced outcome in all areas of negotiation, especially in:  agriculture, non-agricultural products and services. We need to pursue results in these areas that will deliver real improvements in market access, as well as an outcome in the rules negotiations. It seems pretty clear that we will not succeed until we address each other's trade interests - each other's political sensitivities.  And yes, Canada has trade interests and political sensitivities in the area of agriculture: these sensitivities have not gone away.


Le Canada fera tout en son pouvoir pour conclure cette entente avant la fin de 2010. Nous en avons tous le devoir, non seulement envers nos propres citoyens, mais également envers la communauté internationale.


Je vous remercie, Monsieur le Président.
