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بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
30 November 2009
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
Statement by H.E. Minister Abdullah Zainal Alireza,
Minister of Commerce and Industry
Mr.Chairman , Fellow delagates. 
It is with great pleasure that I extend greetings on behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to all participants in the Seventh WTO Ministerial Conference.  Let me congratulate you Mr. Chairman, and express gratitude to our hosts, the Government of the Swiss Confederation and the Canton of Geneva.
Saudi Arabia has historically been a free-trading nation, and in our accession we undertook substantial commitments on trade in goods and services.  If similar commitments were made under the Doha Development Agenda, this would provide a good basis for success in the Round.  We hope other Members will consider making such commitments.
With respect to the Doha Work Program, the G20 leaders have urged countries not to resort to protectionist measures, and to take a second look at their capabilities and flexibilities, guided by the recognition that a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda is in our common interest, and that this should be achieved as soon as possible.
In this spirit, the Kingdom has been an active and committed participant in the work of the WTO.  In particular, as a major energy exporter, Saudi Arabia has reflected the perspective of energy producing countries in WTO debates.  
The Kingdom has recently submitted to the Committee on Trade and the Environment a proposal to liberalize trade in goods related to three essential environmental technologies namely: carbon capture and storage, reduction of gas flaring emissions and efficiency technologies.  
At the same time, let me stress that climate change issues should not be addressed at the WTO. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  The multilateral trading system has vital functions that underpin the entire world economy and which will remain vital irrespective of trade negotiations.
Finally, I would also like to observe that many countries remain in line to join the WTO, including several Arab countries.  We therefore have a duty to ensure that countries join the WTO on an expedited basis and on fair equitable terms , particularly for least developed countries.  On a related matter, I submit to you that the WTO should make Arabic an official working language.  This would encourage government participation and would increase public awareness of this important institution, among other things.
Mr. Chairman, the delegation from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia looks forward to working with you so we can advance the WTO agenda. 
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