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Distinguished Chair, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Bulgarian delegation I would like to express our gratitude to our hosts for organizing the Eighth Ministerial Conference of WTO in Geneva.

Bulgaria shares the assessment that this Ministerial Conference will have its key place in the history of the WTO though not convened to seal the result of the conclusion of the Doha Round, as we all hoped. 

I would like to welcome the new members of the organization – Russian Federation, Vanuatu, Montenegro and Samoa. We consider their accession to be one of the biggest achievements of this conference. What we also see as a major result is the unanimous acknowledgement that we should continue our work to conclude the Doha Round. The present Ministerial Conference provides an opportunity for the WTO to send a clear message that a multilateral deal can be done, and what is more important – how to be done.

For Bulgaria the Doha Development Agenda continues to be a key trade priority and we remain committed to its successful conclusion. We are ready to work towards advancing of the negotiations in short term in order to reach an agreement, at least in areas where consensus appears – trade facilitation, non-tariff barriers, LDC issues. Together with the other EU Member States we are ready to discuss and find ways to concrete and viable solutions for advancing the multilateral agenda, and to restore the impetus of the negotiations. We believe that a compromise is to be found in the reciprocity of the commitments that takes into account the specific needs and constraints of the different Members.

We all should be aware that liberalization and rule-making at regional level are not fully adequate to the growing requirements and the globalization of our businesses and traders. The WTO credibility as a rule-maker that is capable to deal effectively with the contemporary challenges of the world market depends on our ability to conclude a multilateral agreement. Furthermore, we have to respond to the emerging global issues that need a sound international trading system - investment and competition, food security, environment and energy.

The heavy consequences of the global economic crisis and the growing protectionism require our prompt and effective response. We need to reinforce the disciplines of the WTO, and where necessary - to strengthen and streamline them. 

We believe that coordination and cooperation among all Members are essential for the future of the global trade and for paving the way to a positive outcome of the Doha Development Agenda.
