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In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful
     Mr. Chairman,
     Excellencies,
     Ladies and Gentlemen,    
At the outset, I would like to express my gratitude to the Director-General of the WTO and his colleagues at the Secretariat for organizing this important event. I also take this opportunity to congratulate the Russian Federation, Samoa and Montenegro for their accession to the WTO. 
Mr. Chairman, 

In the last three years, as a result of the financial and economic crisis which affected world trade and production, most countries have more or less faced numerous economic problems.

Everyone now acknowledges that harnessing the current crisis and preventing protectionism require good governance at the global level. It is necessary that key international bodies such as the WTO respond to such crises actively and flexibly and play an effective role. 

Multilateral trading system as one of the pillars of this world governance should prevent unilateral measures and protectionism including through creating a rule-based, fair, transparent and predictable environment. It is quite clear that the success of this system depends on ensuring participation of all nations based on justice and fairness. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As the terms of accession are becoming increasingly difficult, we also believe that burdensome conditions should not be imposed on the acceding countries. Besides, technical assistance and capacity building should be enhanced for such countries. 

Mr. Chairman,
Dear Participants, 

Having made legal and institutional reforms in its economic structures, the Islamic Republic of Iran currently intends to involve in a more active interaction with the world economy. We hope these reforms, which are incorporated in our development plans, can pave the way for Iran's accession.  

Targeting the subsidies, removing gradually the non-tariff barriers, expediting the process of privatization, and modifying regulations governing our foreign trade to interact more actively with the world economy are the most important areas of such economic reforms. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Finally, I would like to declare Iran's readiness for starting its accession negotiations. As we have submitted the answers to the questions raised by some of the member countries to the WTO Secretariat, we hope that, with the support of all countries concerned and the Secretariat, the chair person of Iran's Working Party will be appointed and our accession negotiations be commenced as soon as possible.
I thank you.
