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12 FEBRUARY 2010
SUBJECT:
FORTY-SEVENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
1. THE FORTY-SEVENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES WILL BE HELD ON 17-18 MARCH 2010, STARTING AT 10 A.m. ON WEDNESDAY, 17 MARCH.  THE REGULAR MEETING WILL BE PRECEDED BY AN INFORMAL MEETING ON 16 MARCH.  
2. ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, A MEMBER WHICH DESIRES TO INCLUDE ANY ITEM ON THE PROPOSED AGENDA SHOULD MAKE ITS REQUEST, IN WRITING TO THE SECRETARIAT, NO LATER THAN ONE DAY PRIOR TO THE DAY ON WHICH THE NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING IS TO BE ISSUED.  THIS NOTICE WILL BE ISSUED ON FRIday, 5 march.  members providing information regarding areas of pest- or disease-freedom or low pest or disease prevalence are encouraged to do SO under agenda item 7(A).
3. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREED PROCEDURES (G/SPS/11/REV.1), NEW PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF MONITORING THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE SECRETARIAT NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, 4 MARCH.

4. MEMBERS PROPOSING TO RAISE OTHER MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT, INCLUDING ANY MATTER RELATING TO A PARTICULAR NOTIFICATION, ARE REQUESTED TO GIVE NOTICE TO THE OTHER MEMBER(S) CONCERNED AND TO THE SECRETARIAT, TOGETHER WITH AN OUTLINE OF THE MATTER TO BE RAISED, AS FAR AS POSSIBLE IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING, AND IN ANY CASE NO LATER THAN NOON ON THURSDay, 4 MARCH.
5. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMITTEE, MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT ANY DOCUMENTATION FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE MEETING BY 5 MARCH, AT THE LATEST. 

6. mEMBERS ARE FURTHERMORE REMINDED THAT THE CHAIRPERSON IS AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE GOOD OFFICES, UPON REQUEST, TO ASSIST WITH THE RESOLUTION OF TRADE CONCERNS.
7. AN informal meeting ON THE Third REVIEW of the operation and implementation of the SPS agreement WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 16 MARCH, beginning AT 3 P.m.  This meeting should FINALIZE the DRAFT report of the review (to be circulated shortly as G/SPS/W/237/REV.2) FOR ADOPTION BY the COMMITTEE AT THE REGULAR MEETING. 
8. ALL DELEGATES TO THE SPS COMMITTEE, INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS, ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE in THE INFORMAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE.  Interpretation will be provided.

9. THE PROPOSED AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING IS AS FOLLOWS:


1.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA


2.
INFORMATION ON RELEVANT ACTIVITIES
(a)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS
(b)
INFORMATION FROM OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS

3.
SPECIFIC TRADE CONCERNS (G/SPS/GEN/204/REV.10)
(a)
NEW ISSUES
(b)
ISSUES PREVIOUSLY RAISED
(c)
CONSIDERATION OF SPECIFIC NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED
(d)
INFORMATION ON RESOLUTION OF ISSUES

4.
OPERATION OF TRANSPARENCY PROVISIONS


5.
IMPLEMENTATION OF SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT


6.
EQUIVALENCE – ARTICLE 4
(a)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS ON THEIR EXPERIENCES
(b)
INFORMATION FROM RELEVANT OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS

7.
PEST- AND DISEASE-FREE AREAS – ARTICLE 6

(a)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS ON THEIR PEST OR DISEASE 
STATUS

(b)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS ON THEIR EXPERIENCES IN 
RECOGNITION OF PEST- OR DISEASE-FREE AREAS
(c)
INFORMATION FROM RELEVANT OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS

8.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION
(a)
INFORMATION FROM THE SECRETARIAT




(i)
WTO SPS ACTIVITIES




(ii)
STDF
(b)
INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS
(c)
INFORMATION FROM OBSERVERS

9.
Review of the Operation and Implementation of the SPS 


Agreement

(a)
ISSUES ARISING FROM THE SECOND REVIEW

(i)
USE OF AD HOC CONSULTATIONS
(b)
THIRD REVIEW (G/SPS/GEN/W/237/REV.2)


 
(i)
REPORT ON INFORMAL MEETING



(ii)
ADOPTION OF REPORT

10.
MONITORING OF THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS
(a)
NEW ISSUES

(b)
ISSUES PREVIOUSLY RAISED

11.
concerns with private and commercial standards

(a)
REPORT ON CHAIRPERSON'S CONSULTATIONS

12.
OBSERVERS - Request for observer status


(a)
AD HOC OBSERVERS



(b)
new requests




(i)
ECOWAS




(ii)
SADC




(iii)
CEN-SAD



(c)
OUTSTANDING REQUESTS (APCC, CBD, GSO, OIV)


13.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON
14.
Other business

15.
Date and agenda of next meeting
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