18 February 2011
DATASETS ON NOTIFIED INFORMATION

Explanatory notes

General 

1. The four datasets that have been recently posted contain information notified by WTO Members to the Committee on Agriculture under the existing notification requirements and formats.
  In order to facilitate processing by end users, the data are presented, and directly accessible, in spreadsheet format using MS Excel.

2. The datasets imply no judgement as regards the accuracy or the completeness of the notifications submitted by Members.  Any revisions, corrigenda and addenda circulated by the WTO Secretariat by the cut-off date of 17 February 2011, or supplementary feedback provided by the notifying Member concerned during the Review Process
, have also been included in the datasets, to the extent possible.  These documents can be easily downloaded from the WTO website using Documents Online.  
3. End users may also obtain the symbol and issue date of any notification, revision, corrigenda or addenda of particular interest to them directly from the List of Notifications since 1995, at the following address: http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_list_notif_e.xls. 
Coverage

4.  The datasets contain information supplied by Members by way of the following notification formats:

(a) Table MA:2, i.e. notification of imports under tariff and other quotas;

(b)  Table MA:5, i.e. annual notification of recourse to the special agricultural safeguard; 

(c) Table DS:1 and relevant Supporting Tables, i.e. notification of domestic support measures;

(d) Table ES:1, i.e. notification of export subsidies, including information notified by developing country Members by way of Supporting Table ES:2 under the special and differential treatment provisions laid out in Article 9.4 of the Agreement on Agriculture.
5. The notified information covers the 1995-2010 reporting period.  The column headings and row labels have been standardized for data processing purposes.  In particular, the years referred to in the datasets relate to the calendar, financial or marketing years as specified in the notification of the Member concerned.
Dataset notes

(ii) Table MA:2 
6. To facilitate the identification of the tariff quotas concerned, the tariff quotas are listed in the order in which they are recorded in each Member's Consolidated Tariff Schedule (CTS).
  Newly-notified tariff quotas which are yet to be incorporated in the CTS are listed in the dataset in the same order in which they appear in the notification.

(iii) Table MA:5
7. The Member-specific worksheets list notified SSG actions.  Single actions affecting multiple tariff lines are listed individually.  Each worksheet is sorted by notified tariff line number, and by year.  Due to space considerations, the description of the notified product ("product" column) has not always been reproduced in full. 
8. The "period of application" column includes information from columns 3 and 4 of the relevant Table MA:5 notification.  It may refer to a specific period, or in some cases, to the date of application/first application.

9. The "volume affected" column is only filled where such additional information was notified.

(iv) Table DS:1
10. Due to the application of standardization procedures referred to in paragraph 5 above, some of the measures claimed as exempt under Annex 2 (in particular under the "General Services" category) and Article 6.2 of the Agreement on Agriculture, but which did not match the standard labels used in the dataset, have been listed separately under "other general services", "non-separated general services" and "non-separated development programmes".

11. Negative figures indicate negative support as notified. To indicate that the Member concerned did not include such negative support in the calculation of the Current Total AMS for the year in question, negative figures are placed in brackets. 
12. Figures in italics and underline reflect recourse to the de minimis provisions (i.e. Article 6.4 of the Agreement on Agriculture).
13. Where the notified information relating to Total AMS commitment levels differed from that contained in the Member's CTS file,  it was shown in bold.  

(v) Table ES:1
14. Where the notified information relating to budgetary outlay and quantity commitment levels differed from that contained in the Member's CTS file,  it was shown in bold.  Where the notified budgetary outlay currency or the notified quantity units differed from those scheduled, this was reflected under the column headings "Notified Budgetary Unit" and "Notified Quantity Unit".  

Symbols
15. The table below lists the symbols used in the datasets and refers, where appropriate, to the different contexts in which these have been indicated.

Symbols used

	Symbol
	Explanation

	"-"
	Zero

	"r.t.n"
	Refer to notification as it may provide important information

	"    " (blank)
	No notification was circulated for the year in question, no information was notified, or no in-quota imports were notified for the tariff quota in question for the reasons outlined in the notification itself, e.g. because the applied tariff was equal to, or lower than, the WTO-bound in-quota tariff

	"n.r."
	Not required

	"n.a."
	Not applicable.  Also used under the column heading "Current Total AMS" to indicate that the Member concerned does not have a Total AMS reduction commitment specified in its Schedule

	"(n.a.)"
	Required information is not available


� These explanatory notes have been prepared under the Secretariat's own responsibility and are without prejudice to the positions of Members or to their rights or obligations under the WTO. 


� See G/AG/2 and G/AG/2/Add.1 for a detailed coverage of the notification requirements and formats adopted by the Committee on Agriculture in 1995 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/transparency_toolkit_e.htm" ��http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/transparency_toolkit_e.htm�, Notification requirements and formats).


� The Committee on Agriculture reviews Members' implementation of commitments at each formal session.  See documents in the G/AG/R/-- series (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm" ��http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/ag_work_e.htm�, Summary Reports, Search).


� Members' CTS files are available through the Tariff Analysis Online facility � HYPERLINK "http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tariffs_e/tao_help_e.htm" ��http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tariffs_e/tao_help_e.htm�.





