WTO Public Symposium

“Trade and Biodiversity – The Need to Find Common Ground”

May 26th 3pm – 6pm Room D
At the Doha Ministerial Conference in November 2001 the WTO Member States formally recognised the linkages between the trade and environment issues and their related regimes. WTO Members thus agreed to further work on the relationship between MEAs and the multilateral trading system and placed a limited set of negotiating areas on the agenda of the Doha Ministerial Declaration - to be finalised by 2005. Negotiations related to the MEA-WTO relationship are taking place within the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE). So far the negotiations progress has been limited and has come to a stall following the Cancun Ministerial Meeting of the WTO.   
However, certain key areas of attention have crystallised themselves from the more general debate on MEAs and the WTO, as well as a new generation of MEAs has emerged lately adding to already existing trade related environmental measures, such as the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.  Furthermore, discussions within MEAs have also paid more attention to trade issues. At the 7th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-7) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) some of the most discussed agenda items were related to trade and biodiversity concerns, such as the effect of trade rules on the spread of Alien Invasive Species. 
The discussions at various MEA and WTO fora have so far been limited and further dialogue and exchange of ideas among the various stakeholders is urgently needed to enhance the mutual supportiveness between the multilateral trading system and the environmental regime and analyse its implications. This workshop is aimed at offering specifically offering such a forum for debate. 
Introduction 
 “Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the WTO”

Achim Steiner – Director General IUCN – 7mns
Facilitator
Rt Hon Simon Upton, Chair, OECD Roundtable on Sustainable Development
Topic 1
Agricultural Biodiversity – what is the role of positive and perverse incentives?
Recent studies have shown that agricultural subsidies are a major factor of biodiversity loss and that there is a strong link between the reduction of trade-distorting subsidies and the conservation of biodiversity. However, several key questions remain to be resolved including the clarification of which subsidies are harmful to biodiversity and which subsidies are supportive of biodiversity. Furthermore, it remains to be discussed what the next steps should be to minimize the impact on biodiversity from agricultural subsidies and enhance the positive effects. The following session will aim at answering some of these questions and link the discussion of incentives within the CBD to the agriculture negotiations at the WTO.
· Agricultural Subsidies and their Impact on Biodiversity 
Prof. Alejandro Nadal – El Colegio de Mexico
· Linking the agriculture negotiations to biodiversity conservation 
Topic 2 
Invasive Alien Species – Is precaution a solution?
International trade has been identified as one of the major vectors of invasive alien species (IAS). Controlling and preventing the introduction of IAS has proven to be extremely costly to many countries. However, it is not quite certain yet how measures to control IAS are compatible with the WTO, especially with the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and its risk assessment requirements. Recent cases on Meat Hormones and the Australian Salmon have emphasised the relevance of risk management mechanisms for the WTO. The following session will discuss appropriate ways to manage invasive species while not unnecessarily restricting trade. 
· The Precautionary Approach 
Richard Tarasofsky - RIIA
· Opportunities and Constraints within the multilateral trading system to deal with Alien Invasives. 

Paul Martin – Permanent Mission of Canada - Geneva

Topic 3 
Access and Benefit Sharing – How to balance “Access and Benefits” in the context of Sustainable Development?
While the Convention of Biological Diversity does not include specific trade measures in its text, Article 15, among others, calls for the creation of access and benefit sharing arrangements with respect to the commercial use of genetic resources and traditional knowledge.  Debates surrounding this matter include discussions on the reformulation of the TRIPS Agreement and the creation of an international regime on access and benefit sharing as called for in paragraph 44(o) of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. The implications of such an agreement and its potential benefits will be discussed in this session. 
· Disclosure of Origin and Prior Informed Consent
Leonardo Cleaver de Athayde, Permanent Mission of Brazil 
· The Development Potential of Benefit Sharing
Tom Jacobs, Dupont USA, Head of ICC Task Force on Access and Benefit Sharing
Each of the speakers will be asked to speak for not longer then 10 mins
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