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ENVIRONMENT AND GOVERNANCE - WHAT ROLE FOR THE WTO? 

Organisers: European Commission 
Introduction 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development made clear the need for synergy among a number of institutional players if sustainable development is to be achieved. The World Trade Organisation is one of those players, both through its overarching objective of sustainable development and through the contribution trade can make to poverty reduction. 
The WTO is probably the strongest international organisation because of the legal framework it provides and because it has a dispute settlement mechanism for enforcing rules. But international trade law is only one element of international law. Inevitably, it comes into contact with other  elements, among them international environmental law. WTO panels have stressed the importance of making sure WTO rules are not interpreted in isolation from other elements of international law. The DDA negotiation addresses part of this relationship (para 31(i), DDA) but the outcome of this negotiation is far from clear.
Questions for this workshop

*How can the WTO maximise it contribution to international governance in a way that best supports international environmental policy and law?

*What instruments does it possess that can be mobilised to this end? 

*How can we best ensure that the Doha Development Agenda offers
an opportunity to make headway on sustainable development?
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