Provisional Programme

First Round Table:

Africa and the Trading System: Between Multilateralism, Bilateralism and Regionalism

1. Multilateralism and Bilateralism is there a conflict between the two? What choice does Africa have?

2. Is regionalism an alternative to the multilateral trading system, or merely complementary?

3.  Economic Partnership Agreements under the Cotonou Agreement: A return to asymmetry in North – South bilateralism?

Second Round Table:

Africa in the Trading System: Global Economic Integration and Differential Treatment

1.  Agricultural Commodity Dependency: Does the WTO Agreement on Agriculture hold any developmental prospects for Africa?

2.  Can the participation of Africa in the multilateral trading system be enhanced by Special and Differential Treatment?

3. Export Subsidies, Technical Barriers to Trade, Sanitary and Photosanitary Measures: Have market access conditions improved for Africa?

Third Round Table:

Towards a Better Integration of Africa in the Multilateral Trading System

1.  Are WTO technical assistance programs a viable or effective means of building capacity for Africa?

2.  The role of civil society groups in the formulation of Africa’s negotiating positions  

3.  Are non-trade concerns compatible with the multilateral trading system’s agenda? 
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