Third Global Review of Aid for Trade - Day 2

Summary of Discussions

Keynote Address

· UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon delivered a keynote address to open the second day of the Third Global Review of Aid for Trade.  He called for increased, or at least sustained, momentum on AfT, stressing that tight fiscal conditions should not be an excuse for letting up on efforts to support trade capacity development.  As such, a recent G-20 pledge to ensure that development resources continue to go where they are most needed was welcomed.  

· In stressing the importance of balanced and harmonious global economic growth, he thanked WTO DG Pascal Lamy for his able leadership in breaking the artificial divide between trade and development by getting both communities talking - especially through the AfT Initiative.  

· He called for greater appreciation of the interconnectedness of many of the globe's current issues, be they related to climate change, the food crisis, water, energy, global health, or gender empowerment.  Solutions for one were stressed as useful for overcoming other challenges.  The importance of market access in making AfT work better was emphasized, in which context he appealed for a timely conclusion of the DDA.

· The UN chief singled out Least Developed Countries (LDCs) as a priority focus for trade capacity building, as proposed in the Istanbul Program of Action adopted at the UN LDC IV conference in May.  The Secretary General also called on WTO members to use Aid for Trade to advance nutrition and food security.  In this context, he welcomed the G-20 decision to remove export restrictions on food exports for humanitarian purposes. 

· The UN support for increased AfT resources, regional integration and strengthening aid effectiveness was pledged, as was their commitment to deeper cooperation with the WTO.

