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21 November 2007

General Council Annual Debate on Aid for Trade

I would like to start by welcoming all delegations to this meeting of the General Council.

As delegations will recall, the Task Force on Aid for Trade established last year pursuant to the instruction of Ministers at Hong Kong recommended, inter alia, that an annual debate on Aid for Trade be convened in the WTO General Council in order to provide political guidance on Aid for Trade.  Today's meeting has been convened in keeping with the recommendations of the Task Force, which were endorsed by Members in the General Council in October last year.  

This meeting serves as the final segment of the global review of aid for trade that has been taking place today and over the past two days here at the WTO with the aim of taking stock of what is happening on Aid for Trade, identifying what should happen next; and improving WTO monitoring and evaluation.  

Over the past two days, and this morning, we have had the benefit of several well-attended panel discussions on monitoring and evaluation, on cross-cutting aid-for-trade issues, on what we have learned from the first year of aid-for-trade monitoring, and the role of aid for trade in the broader development assistance agenda.  We have also had the benefit, yesterday and this morning, of three separate panel discussions on the next steps for the regions of Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific, and Africa.  

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude, on behalf of all of us, to all the participants in these discussions, and in particular to the senior officials from capitals and the heads of the multilateral and regional agencies that have travelled to Geneva to contribute to this event.  Their presence sends a strong message about the importance that is being attached on all sides to a truly multilateral effort aimed at aiding development through trade.  


Today's meeting of the General Council provides Members the opportunity to discuss, for the record, the results of the WTO monitoring process to date, and to provide political guidance on future directions. 



































































