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	title of the event
	WTO Advanced Regional Workshop on Government Procurement for Asia-Pacific Economies (English)

	venue and dates
	Yantai, China
23 to 25 September 2007

	Course description
	This advanced Workshop addresses at a high level policy-related issues on government procurement both generally and as they relate to trade. Its purpose is to inform participants of WTO activities in this area and to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information and perspectives on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. 

The theme of the Workshop is: "Promoting transparency, competition and national trade interests in government procurement markets: the role of international trade agreements." 

Participants consider policy issues and challenges relating to the achievement of value for money in national procurement systems and to advancing national trade interests in government procurement markets. They also explore the role and implications of international co-operation in this respect.  The Workshop further addresses issues, challenges, and related flexibilities pertaining to developing and transition economies' participation in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension. A particular focus is placed on the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) as a practical illustration of one approach to a trade accord in this area. Relevant activities and  initiatives in the region and beyond are also covered.
The programme is highly interactive, building on the experience and expertise of participants and resource persons to cover issues raised in depth.

	Objectives
	The programme's objectives are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of the procedural and coverage-related aspects of government procurement agreements and implications for applicable domestic policies; (ii) to familiarize and update participants with relevant WTO activities in this subject area;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making relating to international co-operation in this area at the national and regional levels.

	Programme
	Not yet available

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this activity is senior government officials from: 
Bangladesh;  Bhutan;  Brunei Darussalam;  Cambodia;  China (Host);  Fiji;  Hong Kong, China;  India;  Indonesia;  Korea, Republic of;  Lao;  Macao, China;  Malaysia;  Maldives;  Mongolia;  Myanmar;  Nepal;  Pakistan;  Papua New Guinea;  the Philippines;  Samoa;  Singapore;  Sri Lanka;  Solomon Islands;  Chinese Taipei;  Thailand;  Tonga;  Vanuatu;  and Viet Nam.


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Each participating economy is encouraged to send two officials – one from its trade or commerce ministry and one from the national procurement authority or other ministry with policy responsibility in this area. Only nominations received from national authorities are considered. 
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