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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Technical Barriers to Trade for Arab and Middle East Countries (English)

	venue and dates
	Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

24-26 April 2007

	Course description
	This Regional Workshop will offer training on the TBT Agreement.  It will cover the main principles and disciplines of the Agreement, work of the TBT Committee, and current issues before the Committee.  The Regional Workshop will include focus on TBT-related issues of particular relevance to the region.

The Regional Workshop programme will include lectures, practical exercises and provision of relevant materials by the WTO Secretariat.  Additionally, there will be contributions from guest speakers and relevant international and regional organizations.  Participants will contribute directly to the programme through experience-sharing exercises.



	Objectives
	By the end of the Regional Workshop, participants will have:

· enhanced their understanding of the TBT Agreement and current issues before the TBT Committee; 
· exchanged experiences with other participants in the region; and
· enhanced their ability to participate actively in TBT-related work, both in capital and at the Committee level.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are officials from:
Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen.

The officials are required to:

(1) have responsibilities in the area of technical barriers to trade; and,

(2) prepare in advance and contribute directly to the Workshop programme.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Not available 
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Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

	TUESDAY, 24 APRIL

TBT basics



	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration



	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening



	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement will be presented and discussed.

	***  10:30– 10:45  Coffee break ***  



	10:45 – 12:30
	Panel on TBT issues in the Region

	
	WTO
	The TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns

	
	
	

	
	Participants
	The objective of this session is to discuss TBT-related trade issues relevant to the Region.  Participants will make brief interventions that may, for example, deal with actual or potential trade concerns that have arisen in the Region.    

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 



	14:00 – 15:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	Harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade.

	*** 15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break ***



	15:45 – 17:00
	Current Issues

	
	WTO
	The Fourth Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement

	
	European Communities


	The European Experience on Good Regulatory Practice.

	
	
	


	WEDNESDAY, 25 APRIL

international standards



	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	International standard-setting organizations

	
	WTO
	Relevant provisions in the TBT Agreement.



	
	ISO, IEC, Codex and OIML
	Panel session on work of international standard-setting organizations.



	***  10:30– 10:45 Coffee break ***  



	10:45 – 12:30
	Standard-setting at the national level

	
	European Communities


	The European approach to technical regulation and the use of harmonized standards.

	
	GSO
	GSO standardization policy.



	
	Participants
	Interventions from participants on national standardizing activities.  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00 – 17:00
	International standards in the area of Conformity Assessment

Break for coffee:  15:15 - 15:30



	
	WTO
	Introduction to relevant TBT provisions and work of Committee.



	
	OIML
	The use of OIML Recommendations and the OIML MAA.



	
	UNIDO
	National / regional  standards and conformity infrastructure requirements.



	
	ISO
	An example of an international standard on conformity assessment.



	
	IEC
	IEC conformity assessment schemes for the electrical and electronic Sectors.



	
	Participants
	Interventions from participants on national and/or regional conformity assessment activities such as those relating to certification, accreditation or metrology.



	
	
	


	THURSDAY, 26 APRIL 

transparency and capacity building



	
	

	09:00
	Transparency Provisions

Break for coffee:  10:30 – 10:45



	
	WTO
	Overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.



	
	European Communities
	One example:  the implementation of the TBT Agreements transparency provisions in the European Communities.



	
	
	

	
	Participants
	Participants will make brief presentations on steps they have taken to implement the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (15.2 Statement, notifications, Enquiry Point, etc.).  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00
	Panel on Technical Cooperation 

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO
	Introduction to WTO disciplines and the relevant work of Committee.



	
	ISO, IEC, Codex, UNIDO, OIML, EC


	Briefs on capacity building activities.



	
	Participants
	Identification of capacity building priorities of the Region.



	16:00
	Conclusion and Summing up


__________

Activity Sheet
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