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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Agriculture for Arab and Middle East Countries

	venue and dates
	Cairo, Egypt. 3-4 March 2008

	Course description
	The WTO Regional Workshop on Agriculture, organized by the Agriculture and Commodities Division (AGCD) with the assistance of ITTC, offers specialized training for governmental officials involved in different aspects of trade in agriculture. This workshop is tailored to specific characteristics and needs of the region, covering the provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture, as well as its implementation and notification obligations; addresses case studies; the ongoing agriculture negotiations in the Doha Development Agenda (DDA); the work of the Committee on Agriculture; amongst others. The regional workshop on agriculture combines lectures from WTO experts, expositions from participants, debates, as well as interactive exercises, followed  by an evaluation at the end of the activity in order to assess its outcomes. 


	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will:

1.  Better understand the current provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture, including the implementation of commitments;

2.  Become more familiar with the process, as well as with the requirements and formats for notifications to the Committee on Agriculture;

3.  Improve knowledge of the key issues in the Doha Round    agriculture negotiations; and

4.  Develop the capacity to analyze different proposals made in these negotiations.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Algeria; Bahrain; Djibouti; Egypt; Iraq; Jordan; Kuwait; Lebanon; Libyan Arab Jamahiriya; Mauritania; Morocco; Oman; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Sudan; Syria; Tunisia; United Arab Emirates; Yemen.
 The officials are required to:

(a) capital-based senior-level officials with direct responsibilities in the area of agricultural trade policy and decision-making; 
(b) experience with implementation of the Agreement on Agriculture; and
(c) have at least two years of experience in the current multilateral trade negotiations in agriculture and knowledgeable about his/her country's positions in the negotiations.


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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· Objectives:

Participants will:

1. Better understand the current provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture, including the implementation of commitments;
2. Become more familiar with the process, as well as with the requirements and formats for notifications to the Committee on Agriculture;
3. Improve knowledge of the key issues in the Doha Round agriculture negotiations; and
4. Develop the capacity to analyze different proposals made in these negotiations.

· Programme:
	Monday, 3 March

	
	
	

	08:30 – 09:00 
	Registration and distribution of materials
	

	
	
	

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening session

Introduction to the Workshop
	

	
	
	

	09:30 – 10:30
	The Agreement on Agriculture

· Market Access
	

	
	
	

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break
	

	
	
	

	10:45 – 12:30
	The Agreement on Agriculture

· Domestic Support

· Export Competition
	

	
	
	

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break
	

	
	
	

	14:00 – 15:30
	The Agreement on Agriculture

· Agriculture Notifications: requirements and formats
	

	
	
	

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break
	

	
	
	

	15:45 – 16:30
	Case Study:  US – Upland Cotton
	

	
	
	

	16:30 – 17:30
	Questions and Answers Session
	


	Tuesday, 4 March

	
	
	

	09:00 – 09:30
	Introduction to the Doha Round and to the Negotiating Process
	

	
	
	

	09:30 – 10:45
	Market Access Issues:

· Tiered formula

· Sensitive products

· Tariff escalation

· Commodities

· Tariff simplification

· Tariff quotas

· Special Agricultural Safeguard

· S&D 

- Special products

- Special Safeguard Mechanism

- Tropical products

- Preference erosion

· Recently Acceded Members

· LDCs

· Cotton

· Small, Vulnerable Economies
	

	
	
	

	10:45 – 11:00
	Coffee Break
	

	
	
	

	11:00 – 12:30
	Domestic Support Issues:

· OTDS – Tiered reduction formula, S&D

· Total AMS – Tiered reduction formula, S&D, product-specific AMS cap

· De Minimis - reduction, S&D

· Blue Box – cap, S&D

· Green Box

· Cotton – domestic support reduction, implementation, S&D
	

	
	
	

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break 
	

	
	
	

	14:00 – 15:15
	Export Competition Issues:

· Elimination commitments

· Export Credits, export credit guarantees and insurance programmes

· State Trading Enterprises

· International Food Aid

· Cotton
	

	
	
	

	15:15 – 16:00
	Elaboration of countries' schedules 
	

	
	
	

	16:00 – 16:15
	Coffee Break
	

	
	
	

	16:15 – 17:00
	 Wrap-up and Questions and Answers Session
	

	
	
	

	17:00 – 17:30
	Participants Evaluation Form (PEFs)

Final remarks 
	


__________
WTO Resource Persons:
Mrs. Marième Fall de Perez Rubín
Counsellor

Agriculture and Commodities Division

Tel:  +41 22 739 5527
Fax:  +41 22 739 5760

Email:  marieme.fall@wto.org

Mrs. Lee Ann Jackson
Economic Affairs Officer
Agriculture and Commodities Division

Tel:  +41 22 739 6907
Fax:  +41 22 739 5760

Email:  leeann.jackson@wto.org

World Trade Organization

Rue de Lausanne 154

CH – 1211 Geneva 21

Switzerland
Useful WTO Websites:
Agriculture :  http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm
Dispute settlement :  http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_e.htm
WTO Analytical Index – Guide to WTO Law and Practice :  

http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/analytic_index_e/analytic_index_e.htm
Activity Sheet








