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Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Advanced Regional Workshop on Government Procurement for Caribbean Countries

	venue and dates
	Kingston, Jamaica
8 to 10 July 2008

	Course description
	This advanced Workshop will address policy-related issues on government procurement both generally and as they relate to trade. Its purpose is to inform participants of WTO activities in this area and to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information and perspectives on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. 

The theme of the Workshop is: "Promoting competition, transparency and international trade in government procurement markets: implications for Caribbean countries." 

Participants will consider policy issues and challenges relating to the achievement of value for money in national procurement systems and to advancing national trade interests in government procurement markets. They will also explore the role and implications of international co-operation in this respect.  The Workshop will further address issues, challenges, and related flexibilities pertaining to developing and transition economies' participation in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension. A particular focus will be placed on the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) as a practical illustration of one approach to a trade accord in this area. Reference will also be made to the CARICOM Regional Procurement Reform Project and the Caribbean-EU Economic Partnership Agreement.
The programme will be highly interactive, building on the experience and expertise of participants and resource persons to cover issues raised in depth.


	Objectives
	The programme's objectives are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of key developments in the area of government procurement both in the WTO and at the regional level; (ii) to stimulate reflections regarding the goals and aspirations with respect to public procurement in the region and the role that international co-operation can play in this regard;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making relating to international co-operation in this area at the national and regional levels.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in co-operation with IDB/INTAL and CARICOM Secretariat.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this activity is senior government officials from: 
 Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica (Host), Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Each participating country will be encouraged to send two officials – one from its trade or commerce ministry and one from the national procurement authority or other ministry or agency with policy responsibility in this area. Only nominations received from national authorities will be considered. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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WTO ADVANCED REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

FOR caribbean COUNTRIES 

Kingston, Jamaica

 8 to 10 July 2008
PROGRAMME (DRAFT)
This Workshop is organised by the WTO in co-operation with the Government of Jamaica, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB/INTAL) and CARICOM Secretariat for the benefit of Caribbean countries.
The theme of this Workshop is: "Competition, transparency, and international trade in government procurement markets:  implications for Caribbean countries."
The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information and develop their perspectives on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement.  The objectives of the programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of key developments in the area of government procurement both in the WTO and at the regional level; (ii) to stimulate reflections regarding the goals and aspirations with respect to public procurement in the region and the role that international co-operation can play in this regard;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making relating to international co-operation in this area at the national and regional levels.  The programme will follow an interactive approach emphasizing embedded breakout sessions on topical issues, networking, and the exchange of information and sharing of experiences, in addition to lectures and presentations.
It is anticipated that two participants each from the following countries will attend the Workshop:  Antigua and Barbuda; Bahamas; Barbados; Belize; Dominica; Grenada; Guyana; Haiti; Jamaica (Host); Montserrat; St Kitts and Nevis; Saint Lucia; St Vincent and the Grenadines; Suriname; and Trinidad and Tobago.

Participants should come to the workshop prepared to share information and perspectives on pertinent developments in their respective countries and/or at the regional level.

_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  Tuesday, 8 July 2008, a.m.

08:30
REGISTRATION

09:00   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:20


	1.1
Opening Remarks 


	TBA, Jamaica
Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat
TBA, IDB/INTAL



09:20 – 09:40
Participant introductions

SESSION 2:
Developmental significance of government procurement 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:40 – 10:10
	2.1
Developmental significance of government procurement: economic efficiency, domestic policy considerations and the international trade dimension


	Prof Christopher Yukins 

George Washington University Law School, USA 

	10:10 – 10:30
	2.2
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00
Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Regional and multilateral disciplines and activities: an overview

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:30


	3.1
Overview of WTO's  activities on government procurement 


	Mr. Robert Anderson 

WTO Secretariat



	11:30 – 12:00


	3.2
The Caribbean-EU Economic Partnership Agreement: the government procurement dimension


	Ms Patrice Pratt Harrison

CRNM (TBC)

	12:00 – 12:30


	3.3
General discussion


	


12:30 – 14:00

 Lunch break

Day 1,  Tuesday, 8 July 2008, p.m.

SESSION 4:
National and regional experiences and practices

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30


	4.1
Government procurement in Jamaica: legal framework, experiences and lessons



	TBA, Jamaica 

	14:30 – 15:00


	4.2
The CARICOM Regional Procurement Reform Project: implementation challenges

	TBA (CARICOM Secretariat)

	15:00 – 15:30
	4.3
General discussion
	


15:30 – 16:00

Coffee break

SESSION 4:
National and regional experiences and practices, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:30


	4.4
Creating an efficient and competitive government procurement system : experiences from outside the region


	TBA (Speaker from the EC)



	16:30 – 17:45
	4.5
Breakout session:  National experiences, practices and policy perspectives (to be conducted in small groups)

	Participants

	17:45 – 18:00
	4.6
General discussion


Day 2, Wednesday, 9 July 2008,  a.m.

SESSION 5a:
Scope and coverage under the GPA 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:40

	5.1
Scope and coverage of government procurement rules: Parties' Appendices and General Notes under the GPA


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, 

WTO Secretariat

	09:40 – 10:10
	5.2
The GPA coverage negotiations: issues at play
	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	5.3
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

SESSION 5b:
Breakout session:  Scope and coverage of government procurement provisions in international trade agreements: assessing GPA Parties' coverage commitments

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 12:00
	5.4
Small group exercise to enhance skills in assessing scope and coverage


	Participants

	12:00 – 12:20
	5.5
Reporting and general discussion
	


SESSION 6a: 
Disciplines and rules for a transparent and competitive government procurement system:  introduction to the revised text of the GPA
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:20 – 12:30
	6.1
Walk-through of the revised GPA text


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat




12:30 – 14:00
 Lunch break

Day 2, Wednesday, 9 July 2008,  p.m.

SESSION 6b: 
Disciplines and rules for a transparent and competitive government procurement system, contd: GPA provisions and other relevant work
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	6.2
Disciplines and procedural rules under the GPA and related developments in the on-going re-negotiation of the Agreement


	TBA (Speaker from the EC)



	14:30 - 15:00

	6.3
Promoting integrity in government procurement processes: what works



	Prof Christopher Yukins 

George Washington University Law School, USA 

	15:00 - 15:30
	6.4
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalized government procurement regime 


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	15:30 – 15:45
	6.5
General discussion


	


15:45 – 16:15

Coffee break

SESSION 7: Compliance mechanisms 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:15 – 16:45

	7.1
Domestic review procedures: principles, experiences and practices


	Prof Christopher Yukins 

George Washington University Law School, USA 

	16:45 – 17:15

	7.2
Dispute settlement in the WTO: Article XXII of the GPA and developments under the ongoing re-negotiation of the Agreement



	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat



	17:15 - 17:30
	7.3
General discussion


	


Day 3, Thursday, 10 July 2008, a.m.  

SESSION 8:
Accession to the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement: modalities, transitional measures, benefits and challenges
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30
	8.1
Pending GPA accessions: current situation and relevant procedures


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:00
	8.2
Transitional measures available to acceding countries under the revised GPA



	Kodjo Osei-Lah
WTO Secretariat



	10:00 – 10:30
	8.3
Benefits and challenges of GPA accession for developing and transition economies


	Prof Christopher Yukins 

George Washington University Law School, USA


	10:30 – 11:00
	8.4
General discussion


	


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee break

SESSION 9: 
Maximising the benefits of international co-operation in government procurement markets: closing debate
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 11:50

	9.1
Competition, transparency, and international trade in government procurement markets: the role of international co-operation

	TBA (Speaker from the EC)



	11:50 – 12:10
	9.2
Deriving the benefits of regional and international co-operation in government procurement markets: addressing the issues and challenges of small island economies


	Ms Patrice Harrison

CRNM (TBC)

	12:10 – 12:30
	9.3
General discussion


	


12:30 – 14:00

 Lunch break

Day 3, Thursday, 10 July 2008, p.m.  

SESSION 10a: 
Review and reflection – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 15:00
	10.1
Small-group work to review and reflect on what has been learned and consider possible policy and related implications – Breakout session

	Participants

	15:00 – 15:30
	10.2
Reporting and general discussion


	Participants


15:30 – 16:00
Coffee break

SESSION 10b: 
Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:40

	10.3
  Summary by Workshop Rapporteur


	Prof Christopher Yukins

	
	10.4
  Plenary evaluative comments


	Participants



	
	10.5  Concluding remarks
	TBA, IDB/INTAL

Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat
TBA, Jamaica



	16:40
	Close


_________
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