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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Seminar on Market Access and Non-Agricultural Market Access Negotiations for Arab Economies and Selected Members of the Islamic Development Bank

	venue and dates
	Al Manamah, Bahrain - 3 to 5 June 2008

	Course description
	This seminar, which is co-organized with the Islamic Development Bank, offers training to government officials from Arab Economies and Selected Members of the IsDB on Market Access and Non-Agricultural Market Access issues, including the WTO trade and tariff databases.  This course is delivered through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises.  Its purpose is to strengthen the knowledge and negotiating abilities of the participants, with a view to facilitating their governments’ participation in the Non-agricultural market access negotiations.  

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will have acquired up-to-date knowledge on Non-agricultural market access and NAMA negotiations and be able to draw on the tools available for accessing and utilising the WTO tariff and trade databases.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Islamic Development Bank.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyz Republic, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

The officials are required to:

(a) Have direct involvement in the work of the WTO, in particular Non-agricultural market access issues and trade and tariff databases; 
(b) Have responsibility for the design and implementation of policy on the issues related to Non-agricultural market access issues;

(c) Have a minimum level of computer literacy to navigate on Internet facilities;



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the Islamic Development Bank, on behalf of the organizers to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

Participants from WTO-Members or acceding countries are kindly requested to provide recent tariff and imports data at the most detailed (national tariff line level and by country of origin).
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Draft Programme

DAY I – Tuesday 3 June 2008

08:00 - 08:30
Registration

08:30 - 08:45
Opening Statements

Session 1

08:45 - 10:00
What is Market Access: Basic Elements and definitions


Jean-Pierre Lapalme, WTO

Session 2

10:00 - 11:15
The DDA mandate and developments since Doha


Jean-Pierre Lapalme, WTO

11:15 - 11:45
Coffee Break
Session 3

11:45 - 13:00
DDA State of Play: Formula and formula related issues



Jean-Pierre Lapalme, WTO

Session 4

13:15 - 14:00
DDA State of Play: Flexibilities, sectoral tariff approach, NTBs and future process



Jean-Pierre Lapalme, WTO

14:00

Lunch

DAY II – Wednesday, 4 June

Session 5

08:00 - 09:30
NAMA modalities: technical issues


Eric Ng Shing, WTO

Session 6

09:30 - 11:00
NAMA exercises: applying draft DDA modalities


Eric Ng Shing, Mustapha Sekkate, WTO

11:00 - 11:30
Coffee Break
Session 7

11:30 - 13:00
NAMA exercises: applying draft DDA modalities (cont'd)


Eric Ng Shing, Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
Session 8

13:00 - 14:00
Scheduling: Electronic Negotiating File (ENF)


Mustapha Sekkate, WTO
14:00

Lunch

DAY III – Thursday,  5 June

Session 9

08:00 - 10:15
Tools for negotiations: WTO trade and tariff databases


IDB and CTS  – contents, data requirements and dissemination


Mustapha Sekkate, WTO

10:15 - 10:45
Coffee Break
Session 10

10:45 – 13:00
Internet Analysis Facility hands on exercises


Eric Ng Shing, WTO

Session 11

13:00 - 14:00
Closing discussions
Note: During the duration of the seminar consultations on IDB notification will be held with participants from WTO Member countries.

__________
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