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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop for Parliamentarians from Arab countries

	venue and dates
	Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
06 to 08 May 2008

	Course description
	Parliamentarians have a constitutional role to play in the multilateral trading system. They must consider and ratify international trade agreements and ensure their implementation through domestic legislation and appropriate budgetary allocations.  Parliamentarians can also play a wider advocacy role explaining the workings and benefits of the trading system. They would also encourage greater awareness and informed debate on international trade issues.  
It is thus important to assist Parliamentarians to perform their duties.  The greater their understanding of, and involvement in, the trading system, the more effective the system will be. Against this background, the Regional Workshop will focus on four general areas: (1) introduction to the multilateral trading system and selected WTO Agreements, (2) the Doha Development Agenda and process to concluding the round, (3) development issues and issues of particular relevance to Arab countries, and (4) the parliamentary dimension. 

	Objectives
	The basic objectives of the Regional Workshop are to:

•foster greater understanding of, and interest in, the multilateral trading system;

•inform workshop participants on the basic operations of the multilateral trading system, key issues on the international trade agenda, and the status of the Doha Development Agenda negotiations;

•provide a forum for workshop participants to discuss and exchange views and ideas on trade-related and development-related issues of particular relevance to the Arab region;

•encourage an informed and open debate on the potential role of the WTO in fostering development.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Arab Monetary Fund (AMF)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this outreach activity are parliamentarians from: 
Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen and the UAE.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS
Invitations to the Workshop were sent by our partners AMF to Arab Parliaments to designate two Members of Parliament from each Arab country. Participants are expected to be dealing with trade issues within their own constituency. 
Our Partners will also handle all the logistics related to the organization of the workshop including liaising with the host country.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

 _________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Theme :" How to further engage Arab legislators in the WTO and the DDA negotiations"

TUESDAY 06 MAY

09.00   -   09.30


Opening Ceremony 





Her Excellency Sheikha Lubna Bint Khaled Al Qasimi, 





Minister for International Trade, UAE 




            Dr Jassim Al-Mannai, Director General and Chairman of the Board, 



Arab Monetary Fund 






Mr Willy Alfaro, Director of External Relations; and 






World Trade Organization

09.30   -   09.45


[Group Photo]

09.45   -   10.45


The Arab Monetary Fund and Trade 






Dr. Saud Albrikan, Director, Economic Policy Institute

 



Arab Monetary Fund 
10.45   -   11.00   

[Coffee/ Tea Break]

11.00   -   12.30


Overview of the Multilateral Trading System and Introduction

to the Basic Principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO)






Mr Samer Seif El Yazal, Counsellor





World Trade Organization
12.30   -   12.45   

[Coffee/ Tea Break]

12.45   -   14.15


Doha Development Agenda: Current Status of the Negotiations






Mr Willy Alfaro, Director of External Relations






World Trade Organization

14.15   -   14.30   

[Coffee/ Tea Break]

14.30   -   15.45


Trade and Development, WTO and Developing countries– including 




Capacity building issues in Arab Countries





Mr Said El Hachimi, Counsellor






Mr Samer Seif El Yazal, Counsellor








World Trade Organization

WEDNESDAY 07 MAY

08.30   -   10.00


Agriculture issues






Mr Said El Hachimi, Counsellor






World Trade Organization 





10.00   -   10.30


[Coffee/ Tea Break]

10.30   -   12.15


Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)






Mr Samer Seif El Yazal, Counsellor






World Trade Organization
12.15   -   12.30


[Coffee/ Tea Break]

12.30   -   13.45


Trade in Services






Mr Said El Hachimi, Counsellor






World Trade Organization 


13.45   -   14.00


[Coffee/ Tea Break]

14.00   -   15.15


Dialogue on the Parliamentary Dimension of Trade and WTO- How 




could Arab Members of Parliament be further engaged?





Mr Willy Alfaro, Director of External Relations 






World Trade Organization






Country Experiences- Roundtable format
THURSDAY 08 MAY
08.30   -   10.00


Trade Facilitation






Mr Samer Seif El Yazal, Counsellor






World Trade Organization
10.00   -   10.30


[Coffee/ Tea Break]

10.30   -   12.30


Doha Development Agenda: Opportunities and Challenges for the






Arab Region






Mr Jamal Zerrouk, Division Chief, International and Regional 





Organizations






Arab Monetary Fund

12.30   -   13.00


Closing Remarks 
Activity Sheet








