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	title of the event
	Regional Seminar on Regional Trade Agreements for Caribbean countries

	venue and dates
	Bridgetown, Barbados, 2-4 December 2008 

	Course description
	The seminar is aimed at capital based officials whose responsibilities directly involve the negotiations and implementation of RTAs.  The main thrust of the seminar is to enhance understanding of the WTO rules and procedures that apply to RTAs and to improve compliance with the substantive and procedural requirements contained in these provisions.  In addition to these legal and procedural aspects, the seminar will also address questions of a more systemic nature such as mapping the proliferation of RTAs, the growing tensions between RTAs and the Multilateral Trading System, RTAs costs and benefits, RTAs characteristics in goods and services trade, and regionalism in Caribbean countries.  The seminar will be delivered over three days by means of lectures and group's exercises.



	Objectives
	The main objective of the activity is to contribute to capacity-building in the region in light of the mandate of the multilateral trading system related to RTAs, thus facilitating the more effective participation of these countries in the work of the WTO.  The immediate objectives of the seminar are to increase participants' awareness of RTA dynamics in global trade relations; to improve  their understanding of WTO rules and procedures on RTAs, including the status of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) negotiations in this area; and to provide a forum where to explore and discuss RTA-related issues of particular relevance to the region.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago as well as officials from the CARICOM Secretariat (co-organizers).
In addition, officials from the Secretariats of the Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM), the Organization of the Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) will be invited but not funded by the WTO.

The officials are required to:
(a) have direct involvement in the RTAs and WTO related work; 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the WTO to relevant government authorities and regional Secretariats, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 

	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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WTO/CARICOM Regional Seminar on

the WTO and regional trade agreements (RTAs)

for Caribbean Countries

Bridgetown, barbados,  2-4 december 2008

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Tuesday, 2 december 

09h00
Registration of participants

09h30
Opening statements and overview of the course

10h00
The changing landscape of RTAs

· An overview of global RTAs' trends and characteristics

· The Caribbean regional dimension

11h00
Coffee break

11h30
The changing landscape of RTAs (cont.)
· The political economy of RTAs

12h30
Lunch break

14h00
The RTA template:  common features and characteristics

· RTA liberalizing trade in goods
15h15
Coffee break

15h45
The RTA template:  common features and characteristics (cont.)
· RTAs liberalizing trade in services

17h00
End of Day One

WEDNESDAY, 3 DECEMBER

09h30
Existing WTO Rules and Procedures related to RTAs

· General overview

· Rules on RTAs in trade in goods

11h00
Coffee break

11h30
Existing WTO Rules and Procedures related to RTAs (cont.)

· Rules on RTAs in trade in services

12h30
Lunch break

14h00
Procedures related to RTAs:  the Transparency Mechanism on RTAs

14h30
Group Exercise: RTAs' rules and procedures

15h30
Coffee break

16h00
DDA Negotiations on WTO provisions on RTAs

· State of play of the negotiations

· Challenges and opportunities

17h00
End of Day Two

THURSDAY, 4 DECEMBER

09h30
Group exercise

· WTO procedures: notification and consideration of an RTA
11h00
Coffee break
11h30
Group exercise (cont.)
12h30
Lunch break
14h00
Presentations by Regional Secretariats

· CARICOM Secretariat

· Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM)

· Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) Secretariat

15h30
Coffee break

16h00
Round Table discussion:  the WTO, RTAs and the Caribbean countries
16h30
End of Seminar
Activity Sheet
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