World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Seminar for English-Speaking African Countries on the Negotiations on Rules – Fisheries Subsidies

	venue and dates
	Port Louis, Mauritius
17-18 November 2008

	Course description
	Two-day seminar covering the current state of play of the negotiations on Rules, with principal emphasis on the negotiations on fisheries subsidies

	Objectives
	Assisting participants to identify and understand the issues in the Rules negotiations of most immediate importance to them, particularly in the area of fisheries subsidies.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO and Government of Mauritius


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	English-speaking coastal African countries (WTO Members and Observers).  To be invited:  Egypt, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius (host), Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Liberia, Seychelles, Sudan.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 



Regional Seminar for English-Speaking African Countries on the 

Negotiations on Rules – Fisheries Subsidies

17-18 November 2008, Port Louis, Mauritius

Monday, 17 November 2008

8:30-9:00 – Registration

9:00-9:30 – Opening of the seminar

9:30-11:00 – Background and overview of the negotiations on Rules  

· Areas covered:  



Anti-dumping



Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (horizontal disciplines)



Fisheries subsidies

· Process in the Negotiating Group on Rules

· Chairman's first draft texts (TN/RL/W/213)

11:00-11:15 – Coffee break

11:15-13:00 – Background and overview of the negotiations on Rules – continued: 
· Process in the Negotiating Group following issuance of the Chairman's text

· Chairman's Working Document (TN/RL/W/232) 
Fisheries Subsidies negotiations:

· The negotiating mandates from Doha and Hong Kong

· Role and interaction of sustainability issues and trade issues in the negotiations

13:00-14:30 – Lunch

14:30-16:00 – Basic issues in the negotiations
· Structure of new disciplines (top down versus bottom up) 

· Nature of basic discipline (prohibition, adverse effects, both?)

· Scope and coverage of disciplines (marine wild capture only; capital cost subsidies, operating cost subsidies, both?; treatment of subsidies to high seas fishing)

· General exceptions 

· Special and differential treatment

· Role of fisheries management requirements in new disciplines

16:00-16:15 – Coffee Break

16:15-17:30 – Basic issues in the negotiations – continued

Tuesday, 18 November 2008

9:00-11:00 – Current situation in the fisheries subsidies negotiations
· Architecture of the disciplines as proposed in Chairman's first draft

· Relationship to the mandate from Ministers

· Further proposals from Members

The way forward – Issues that need to be resolved in the negotiations (interactive discussion)
· Which kinds of subsidies contribute to overcapacity/overfishing?

· Should these all be subject to general prohibition?  

· Should prohibition of any subsidies identified for prohibition be conditional?  If so, on what?

· What disciplines, if any, should apply to other fisheries subsidies not subject to general prohibition?

· What sorts of general exceptions should be allowed?  How do these relate to the prohibition?  

· What are the priority areas/types of subsidies for special and differential treatment?  What sorts of fisheries subsidies are of most importance for the countries of the region, at present and looking ahead?  

· How can sufficient flexibility be provided while avoiding a "blank check" that could lead to overcapacity / overfishing?  

· How should S&D provisions reflect sustainability considerations?  On what should any fisheries management requirements be based?  

· How should S&D be structured to provide sufficient flexibility for national governments to support priority areas/programmes domestically, while ensuring that other developing Members' subsidies do not cause negative effects?  

· Should subsidies for "artisanal" or "family" fishing in developing Members be treated differently from subsidies for larger-scale fishing operations?  

· Treatment of subsidies under fisheries access agreements

· Transparency mechanisms:  notifications; including any role for FAO or other outside organizations

· Dispute settlement, including any presumption relating to non-notified subsidies

· Other questions of interest to participants

11:00-11:15 – Coffee Break

11:15-13:00 – The way forward – Issues that need to be resolved in the negotiations (interactive discussion) - continued
13:00-14:30 – Lunch

14:30-16:00 – The way forward – Issues that need to be resolved in the negotiations (interactive discussion) - continued

16:00-16:15 – Coffee break

16:15-17:30 – The way forward – Issues that need to be resolved in the negotiations (interactive discussion)- continued

17:30-18:00 – Conclusions of the seminar
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