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	title of the event
	SADC and COMESA Trade policy course

	venue and dates
	Johannesburg, South Africa, 1-5 September 2008

	Course description
	The course will cover the DDA negotiations, in particular the "deal making/breaking" subjects – Agriculture, NAMA and GATS.  In view of the fact that the course is within the context of regional trade groupings, it will have a good coverage of the rules and disciplines governing RTAs, as well as DDA-related aspects of RTAs.
The course will take advantage of the presence of the Secretariats of SADC and COMESA, as well as of UNECA and NEPAD, to give the participants African and regional perspectives on the subjects to be covered.

	Objectives
	The aim of this course is to enhance the understanding, among SADC and COMESA member countries, of the Multilateral Trading System (MTS), as well as to address some of the challenges and opportunities for Africa's integration into the MTS.  
Special emphasis will be on the main negotiating subjects under the DDA.

In addition, the course will focus on African regional integration efforts and how African regionalism can complement multilateralism.



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event.

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Angola, Burundi, Comoros, Congo DR, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho,Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Seychelles, South Africa. Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants will be nominated by their Governments (2 per country). The host country will be at liberty to nominate up to 10 candidates. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
In addition, SADC and COMESA, as well as UNECA, have been requested to provide resource persons to give a regional perspective to some of the subjects.  These will be designated by their respective organizations.
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WTO/COMESA/SADC SHORT TRADE POLICY COURSE

Johannesburg, South Africa
1-5 September 2008

Draft Programme
Monday, 1 September 2008
08:30-09:00
Registration
09.00 -10:00
Opening Ceremony – Introductory remarks by :

·                                         , Ministry of                  , South Africa
·                                             , World Trade Organization (WTO)

·                                                  , COMESA

· .................................................,  SADC

10:10-10:30
Coffee Break

Plenary I:
GATT/WTO Overview, Doha Work Program and Key Challenges for Africa
This session will provide historical developments of multilateralism; introduction to the GATT/WTO system; the WTO: basic principles, activities and functioning; rounds of multilateral trade negotiations from Geneva to Doha, State of play of the Doha Round negotiations, and key challenges for Africa.

10:30-11:30      An Overview of the GATT/WTO Framework & General Principles



●Resource person:
Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor,





WTO, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation.
11:30-12:30
State of Play of the Doha Round Negotiations and Key Challenges for Africa





●Resource person:
Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor,





WTO, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation.
 12:30-14:00
Lunch

14:00-15:30
State of Play in the DDA Negotiations:   An African Perspective


●Resource person:
Representatives of SADC, COMESA, NEPAD and UNECA
15.30–15.45
Coffee break

15:45-16.30
State of Play in the DDA Negotiations:   An African Perspective (continued)



●Resource person:
Representatives of SADC, COMESA, NEPAD and UNECA

16.30-17.00
General Discussion

Tuesday, 2 September 2008 

Plenary II:  AGRICULTURE
8:30-9:30
Introduction to the Agreement on Agriculture and to the negotiating process


●Resource person:
Mrs. Marième Fall de Perez Rubín, Counsellor,






WTO, Agriculture and Commodities Division
9:30-10:30
Agricultural Market Access: current provisions, negotiating proposals and trade preferences



●Resource person:
Mrs. Marième Fall de Perez Rubín, Counsellor,






WTO, Agriculture and Commodities Division

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break
10:45-12:30
Domestic Support: current provisions and negotiating proposals



●Resource person:
Mrs. Marième Fall de Perez Rubín, Counsellor,






WTO, Agriculture and Commodities Division
12:30-14:00
Lunch Break
14:00-15:45
Export Competition: current provisions and negotiating proposals


●Resource person:
Mrs. Marième Fall de Perez Rubín, Counsellor,






WTO, Agriculture and Commodities Division
15:45-16:00
Coffee Break
16:00-17:00
Characteristics of the current world agricultural trading system from an African perspective





- General overview




-Cotton:  an illustrative case


●Resource person:
Representative(s) of either SADC, COMESA, NEPAD or UNECA

17:00-17:30
Roundtable Discussions

Wednesday, 3 September 2008:

plenary III: trade in services:  gats
8.30–10.30
Introduction to GATS: Trade in Services

Services account for the largest part of production and employment in most countries of the world. Efficiency enhancing reforms in major service sectors such as finance, telecom and transport, have been a major contributor to overall economic expansion in developed and developing countries alike.  Starting with an explanation of basic GATS provisions, this session will discuss the potential role of the Agreement in creating a predictable, reliable framework for trade in these and other service sectors.  The presentation will also address the extent to which developing countries have made commitments under the Agreement to date.  

●Resource person:
Mr. Dale HONECK, Counsellor




WTO Trade in Services Division
10.30 – 10.45
Coffee break

10.45 – 12.30
Scheduling specific commitments
· The use of specific commitments to promote economic growth and social/regional equity.

· To what extent are development-related objectives reflected in current schedules?

· The request/offer process and other relevant negotiations

· The Services negotiations:  Expectations, priorities and follow-up.
●Resource person:
Mr. Dale HONECK, Counsellor




WTO Trade in Services Division
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch-break
14.00 – 15.00
GATS and DDA Negotiations

The session will discuss core concepts of the Guidelines and Procedures for the Services Negotiations and the current state of play in the negotiations.  Particular reference will be made to provisions intended to ensure the increasing participation of developing countries in world trade, and of ways and means of implementing them in the course of the round.  The session will also discuss negotiating issues in four rule making areas that are part of the 'built-in agenda' (Domestic Regulation, Emergency Safeguards, Government Procurement, and Subsidies).
●Resource person:
Mr. Dale HONECK, Counsellor




WTO Trade in Services Division
15:00-15.45
What has been Africa's role to date?
· Challenges facing African countries in the Services negotiations

· Participants are invited to make brief remarks on their countries' Services proposals/requests

●Resource persons:
SADC, COMESA, UNECA

15-45-1600
Coffee break

16.00-17.00
Roundtable discussion
Thursday, 4 september 2008: 
plenary iv: Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)
08:30-10:30   Background to Market Access Issues for Non-Agricultural Products in the WTO

· Modalities and Procedures of Tariff Negotiations in the Previous Rounds

· Non-Tariff Barriers and Trade Negotiations

· Current Tariff Profile of WTO Members 



●Resource person:
.
 
10:30-10:45   Coffee Break
 
10:45-12:30   Introduction to the Negotiations on Non-Agricultural Market Access

· Scope of DDA Mandate

· Pre and Post Cancun 

· Annex B of the July Package

· Preparation for Hong Kong WTO Ministerial Conference in December 2005

●Resource person:
.

12:30-14:00   Lunch
 
14:00-15:30   Key Areas of the Negotiations on Non-Agricultural Market Access

· Tariff Reduction Formula and Formula related issues

· Sectoral Tariff Approach

· Flexibilities for Developing Countries and LDCs

· Other Issues of Concern to Developing Countries and LDCs

· Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)



●Resource person:
.

15.30-15:45   Coffee Break
 

15:45-16:30
Key Areas of the Negotiations on NAMA of Interest to Africa
-     Empirical Results on the Implications for African Economies of NAMA Modalities



●Resource person:
UNECA, SADC or COMESA

16.30-17.00
Roundtable Discussion

Friday, 5 SEPTEMBER 2008 

plenary V: regional TRADE agreements
08:30-10:30  Rules Governing RTAs in the MTS 
State of Play under DDA negotiations


●Resource person:
Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor,





WTO, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation
 
10:30-10:45   Coffee Break
 
10:45-12:30 
Regional Perspectives – SADC and COMESA


●Resource person:
Representatives of SADC and COMESA
12.30 – 13.00
Roundtable Discussion

PLENARY VI
CLOSURE

13.00 – 13.30
Evaluation and General Observations
13.30 – 14.00
Closing Ceremony

__________
Activity Sheet








_969873616.doc
[image: image1.png]) WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

V ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU COMMERCE

> / ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL DEL COMERCIO







