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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Certain Topical Issues in Regard to Intellectual Property for Arab and Middle East countries

	venue and dates
	Muscat, Oman, 2-4 February 2009

	Course description
	The Workshop will address a number of important policy issues under negotiation or consideration in the field of intellectual property in the WTO, including access to genetic resources and protection of traditional knowledge, and protection of geographical indications.  The aim is to provide information and an opportunity for an exchange of views among countries of the region in order to facilitate their effective participation in the areas which are subject to ongoing negotiations and discussions.  With regard to TRIPS and public health, the workshop also intends to support participating countries in the implementation and use of the TRIPS provisions and flexibilities.  Particular attention will be given to the Paragraph 6 System established under the General Council Decision of August 2003 on the Implementation of Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, as transposed into the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement and submitted to WTO Members for acceptance.



	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will have:
-
an improved understanding of the WTO and of the TRIPS Agreement, including the flexibilities in that Agreement and the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement (Paragraph 6 Decision on public health);
-
an improved understanding of important policy issues in the area of intellectual property under negotiation or consideration in the WTO (e.g. geographical indications, relationship between TRIPS and CBD);  and
-
an improved capability to assess the implications of and effectively deal with current discussions in the TRIPS area.

	Programme
	Click below to access the programme of the event
Draft Programme (english).doc    Projet de Programme (français).doc

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO

	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for the Workshop are government officials from:
Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
The officials are required to:
(a) have responsibility for intellectual property policy;  or
(b)
represent either the trade or public health authorities.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the WTO, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the Workshop. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:  The four external speakers will represent international organizations, namely WIPO and WHO, as well as the perspectives of two delegates of the TRIPS Council, one from a developing country in the region and another from a developed country.
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY for Arab and Middle East countries

Muscat, Oman, 2-4 February 2009
draft PROGRAMME

	Monday, 2 February 2009



	08:00-09:00
	Registration of the participants



	09:00-09:15
	Opening of the Workshop

· Welcoming address by the representative of the Government of Oman

· Statement by Mrs. Jayashree Watal, Counsellor, World Trade Organization (WTO)



	09:15-09:25
	Organizational matters



	09:25-9:45
	Introduction of participants



	09:45-10:00
	Coffee break



	10:00-10:45
	Overview of the WTO multilateral system and the TRIPS Agreement

Speaker:
Mrs. Watal 



	10:45-11:15
	Discussion

	11:15-12:15
	Patents and other provisions relevant to public health

Speakers:
Representative of World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)                                                                          (30 minutes)
                   Mr.  Pierre Arhel, Counsellor (WTO)

                                                                                                          (30  minutes)

	12:15-12:45
	Discussion



	12:45-14.00


	Lunch



	14:00-15:00
	The TRIPS Agreement and public health

· Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health 

· Decision on Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health

Speaker:
Mrs. Watal  
                           

	15:00-15:30
	Discussion



	Tuesday, 3 February 2009



	08:30-09:00


	The TRIPS Agreement and public health (continuation) 
  Speaker:    Representative of World Health Organization (WHO)        (30  minutes)


	09:00-09:30
	Discussion



	09:30-10:10


	The TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (continuation) 
Speakers:
 Representatives of Delegations                                    (40 minutes)                     

 

	10:10-10:30
	Discussion



	10:30-10:45
	Coffee break



	10:45-12:00
	Biotechnology/biodiversity/traditional knowledge


· Protection of biotechnological inventions and plant varieties, including review of TRIPS Article 27.3(b)

· Relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversity

· Protection of traditional knowledge and folklore

Speakers:
Representative of WIPO                                               (40 minutes )  

                          Mrs. Watal                                                                    (35 minutes ) 




	12:00-12:45
	Discussion



	12:45-14:00
	Lunch



	14:00-14:40
	Biotechnology/biodiversity/traditional knowledge (continuation)
Speakers:
Representatives of Delegations                                   (40 minutes)


	14:40-15:10
	Discussion



	Wednesday, 4 February 2009



	09:00-10:10
	Geographical indications

· Overview of TRIPS provisions on geographical indications and other existing international instruments

· WTO negotiations on the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and registration of geographical indications for wines and spirits 

· Ongoing discussions, including GIs "extension"

Speakers:
Mr. Arhel                                                                       (40 minutes)
                          Representative of WIPO                                                (30 minutes)





	10:10-10:30
	Discussion



	10:30-10:45
	Coffee break



	10:45-11:25
	Geographical indications (continuation)

Speakers:
Representatives of Delegations                                     (40 minutes)




	11:25-11:45
	Discussion



	11:45-12:45
	Other issues  

Speaker:          Mrs. Watal                                                                      (60 minutes)


	12:45-14:00
	Lunch



	14:00-14:45
	Discussion



	14:45-15:30


	Round table & closure 


_________
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PROJET DE PROGRAMME

	Lundi, 2 février 2009


	08:00-09:00
	Enregistrement des participants



	09:00-09:15
	Ouverture de l'atelier
· Discours d'accueil du Représentant du Gouvernement d'Oman
· Déclaration de Mme Jayashree Watal, Conseiller, Organisation Mondiale du Commerce (OMC)


	09:15-09:25
	Questions d'organisation


	09:25-9:45
	Présentation des participants


	09:45-10:00
	Pause café


	10:00-10:45
	Aperçu général du système multilatéral de l'OMC et de l'Accord sur les ADPIC
Orateur:
Mme Watal


	10:45-11:15
	Débat

	11:15-12:15
	Brevets et autres dispositions relatives à la santé publique
Orateurs:
Représentant de l'Organisation Mondiale de la Propriété Intellectuelle (OMPI)                                                    (30 minutes)                                                                                

                   M. Pierre Arhel, Conseiller (OMC)

                                                                                                          (30  minutes)

	12:15-12:45
	Débat


	12:45-14.00


	Déjeuner


	14:00-15:00
	Accord sur les ADPIC et la santé publique
· Déclaration de Doha sur l'Accord sur les ADPIC et la santé publique
· Décision relative au paragraphe 6 de la Déclaration de Doha sur l'Accord sur les ADPIC et la santé publique
Orateur:
Mme Watal  
                           

	15:00-15:30
	Débat


	Mardi, 3 février 2009



	08:30-09:00


	Accord sur les ADPIC et la santé publique (suite) 

  Orateur:    Représentant de l'Organisation Mondiale de la Santé (OMS)        

                                                                                                                  (30  minutes)



	09:00-09:30
	Débat


	09:30-10:10


	Accord sur les ADPIC et la santé publique (suite) 
Orateurs:
 Représentants des délégations                                      (40 minutes)                     

                                           

	10:10-10:30
	Débat


	10:30-10:45
	Pause café


	10:45-12:00
	Biotechnologie / Biodiversité / Savoirs traditionnels


· Protection des inventions biotechnologiques et des variétés végétales, y compris réexamen de l'article 27.3 (b) de l'Accord sur les ADPIC
· Relation entre l'Accord sur les ADPIC et la Convention sur la diversité biologique
· Protection des savoirs traditionnels et du folklore
Orateur:
Représentant de l'OMPI                                                (40 minutes )  

                          Mme Watal                                                                   (35 minutes ) 




	12:00-12:45
	Débat


	12:45-14:00
	Déjeuner


	14:00-14:40
	Biotechnologie / Biodiversité / Savoirs traditionnels (suite)
Orateurs:
Représentants des délégations                                       (40 minutes)


	14:40-15:10
	Débat


	Mercredi, 4 février 2009



	09:00-10:10
	Indications géographiques
· Aperçu général des dispositions de l'Accord sur les ADPIC et d'autres instruments internationaux existants
· Négociations de l'OMC sur l'établissement d'un système multilatéral de notification et d'enregistrement des indications géographiques pour les vins et les spiritueux
· Débats en cours, y compris sur "l'extension" des IG
Orateurs:
M. Arhel                                                                        (40 minutes)
                          Représentant de l'OMPI                                                 (30 minutes)


	10:10-10:30
	Débat


	10:30-10:45
	Pause café


	10:45-11:25
	Indications géographiques (suite)

Orateurs:
Représentants des délégations                                       (40 minutes)




	11:25-11:45
	Débat


	11:45-12:45
	Divers
Orateur:          Mme Watal                                                                       (60 minutes)


	12:45-14:00
	Déjeuner


	14:00-14:45
	Débat


	14:45-15:30


	Table ronde & clôture 


_________
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