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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO/AMF Advanced Training Programme for Arab Senior Officials on the DDA

	venue and dates
	Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 8 to 12 November 2009 

	Course description
	This programme, which is co-organized with the Arab Monetary Fund is designed to help equip trade negotiators of WTO Arab Members and Observers with the analytical tools needed to formulate appropriate negotiating positions on issues central to the Doha Development Agenda. It also helps negotiators benefit from the insights of officials from other countries in their region..  

	Objectives
	By the end of the programme the participants will have deepened their knowledge of the issue under negotiations in the DDA and strengthened their capacity to participate more fully in the WTO and take full advantage of the MTS.  

	Programme
	Advanced Training Course for Arab Senior Government Officials

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Arab Monetary Fund


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

The officials are required to:
(a) have direct involvement in the negotiations and with direct responsibility for the design and implementation of policy on the issues at hand; 


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the Arab Monetary Fund, on behalf of the organizers to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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Abu-Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

08 - 12 november 2009
Advanced Training Course for Arab Senior Government Officials

The Doha Development Agenda -

WTO Trade Negotiations: Enhancing The Participation of Arab Countries in the Multilateral Trading System 
Sunday 08/11
09:00 - 09:30
Opening Session - Welcome and Introductory Remarks



Representative of Host Government



AMF Representative 



WTO Representative
09:30 - 10:00 
Coffee Break
SESSION 1

10:00 - 11:30
The Doha Development Agenda 
An overview of the Doha negotiations – state of play



Speaker:  TBC
11:30 - 11:45 
Coffee Break
SESSION 2

11:45 -13:15
Trade Facilitation 


This session will present the background and legal framework of trade facilitation, i.e. Articles V, VIII and X of GATT 1994.  It will also explain the negotiating mandate, the text-based proposals submitted to date as well as the state of play of the negotiations.  The WTO Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment Program will also be reviewed.


Speakers:  TBC
13:15 - 13:30
Coffee Break
SESSION 3
13:30 - 15:15
Trade Facilitation (cont'd) 



Speakers:  TBC
Monday 9/11
SESSION 4
 Agriculture



Agriculture has acquired a dominant position in the Doha negotiations.  It has emerged as the area of negotiations where developed and developing Members have set various negotiating priorities.  The vast majority of developing Members consider agriculture the engine of the Doha Round, even though others hold the position of maintaining balance across all negotiating areas in accordance with the Single Undertaking.  The two principal objectives of this session will be to present the main features of the Uruguay Round Agreement on Agriculture (AoA);  and, the state of play in the three pillars of market access, domestic support and export competition.  These principal objectives will be addressed in the broader context of the importance of agriculture for developed and developing WTO Members.  This advanced training course will relate the two technical objectives of the session to the opportunities and challenges that exist for agricultural liberalization from the recent sharp increases in food prices.  This training programme will be sensitive to topical questions.  What are the principal issues?  Can they be resolved?  Why does the WTO remain the singular forum where a modality for agricultural liberalization is most likely?  Why have developed and developing country Members invested such a preponderant amount of energy on this area of the negotiations?  Is this negotiating emphasis disproportionate?   



Speaker:  (To be confirmed)
08.30 - 10.00
Agriculture:  Market Access 

10:00-10:30
Coffee Break
10:30-12:15
 Agriculture: Domestic Support

12:15-12:30
Coffee Break

12:30-13:45
Agriculture: Export Competition

13:45-14:00
Coffee Break

 SESSION 5
Sectoral Initiative on Cotton (SIC) 
14:00-15:15
The Sectoral Initiative on Cotton (SIC) was first proposed by the Cotton 4 – C4 (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali) in May 2003 – one year and a half after the launch of the DDA negotiations.  The Initiative was discussed at the 2003 Cancun Ministerial.  In post-Cancun consultations, WTO Members agreed to the two-track treatment of cotton namely:  the trade track within the framework of the agriculture negotiations;  and, the development assistance track outside of the Single Undertaking.  Members also agreed to pursue the objective of coherence between the trade policy and the development assistance aspects.  The principal objectives of this session will be to:  explain the mandates for the treatment of cotton;  and, present the state of play on both tracks, encompassing the progress and challenges in addressing the SIC.  This training programme will address the Cotton Initiative in the context of trade and development.  In doing so, the session will be attentive to several questions:  what is the significance of cotton in the DDA?  What are the main issues that have arisen from the treatment of the SIC in the DDA?  What lessons have been learned?  Is the treatment of the Cotton Initiative an exemplar for policy coherence on issues of trade and development?


Speaker:  TBC
Tuesday 10/11
SESSION 6
8:30-10:00
Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)



This session will dealt with the basic concepts related to market access negotiations.  It will examine the modalities used in multilateral tariff negotiations (product-by-product, request/offer, reduction targets, tariff band approach formulae, and zero-for-zero sectoral negotiations). Elements such as reference period, tariff nomenclature will also be briefly mentioned. Finally, reference will be made to non-tariff barriers and to the disciplines governing them.  .  


Speaker:  (To be confirmed)
10:00-10:30
Coffee Break
SESSION 7

10:30-12:15
The Doha Negotiations:  Market Access 


This session will look at the current state of play in the market access negotiations on non-agricultural products. In this connection, a detailed examination of the Draft Modalities for Non-Agricultural Market Access (TN/MA/W/103/Rev.2 of 10 July 2008 or the latest) and the Report by the Chairman of the Negotiating Group on Market Access to the Trade Negotiating Committee (JOB(08)/96 of 12 August 2008 or the latest). 

12:15-12:30
Coffee Break
12:30-13:45
The Doha Negotiations:  Market Access (Cont'd)

13:45-14:00
Coffee Break (if required)
14:00-15:15
The Doha Negotiations:  Market Access (Cont'd)


Speaker: (To be confirmed)
Wednesday  11/11
SESSION 8

8:30-10:00
The Doha Negotiations:  Services 

Services account for the largest part of production and employment in most countries of the world. Trade in services grew more rapidly than merchandise trade over the past two decades; and developing countries were able to participate with an increasing share in that growth.  Starting with an explanation of basic GATS provisions, this session will address the importance of services in modern economies, the challenges and opportunities that developing countries face in this regard and the role of the Agreement in creating a predictable, reliable framework for further trade expansion in services.  The presentations will focus on important policy issues relating to services liberalization.  It will also address the question of:  how can developing countries use relevant provisions of the Agreement in order to better integrate their economies into world services trade?


Speaker:  (To be confirmed)

10:00-10:30
Coffee Break
10:30-12:15
The Doha Negotiations:  Services (Cont'd)

12:15-12:30
Coffee Break
SESSION 9

12:30-13:45
Current Negotiating Issues 


The session will discuss core concepts of the Guidelines and Procedures for the Services Negotiations and the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration of 22 December 2005.  It will also discuss the current state of play in the negotiations.  Particular reference will be made to provisions intended to ensure the increasing participation of developing countries in world trade, and of ways and means of implementing them in the course of the round.  The session will also discuss negotiating issues in four rule making areas that are part of the 'built-in agenda' (Domestic Regulation, Emergency Safeguards, Government Procurement, and Subsidies).




Speaker:  (To be confirmed)

13:45-14:00
Coffee Break
14:00-15:15
Current Negotiating Issues (Cont'd)


The final session will review latest developments in the DDA services negotiations including the Signalling Conference held among Ministers in Geneva on 26 July 2008.  This will be followed by a general discussion in which participants may take up any issue raised during the day (name).


Speaker: (To be confirmed)

Thursday 12/11
SESSION 10 


08:00-10-00
The Doha Negotiations on Rules:  Subsidies and Countervailing Measures The Doha Negotiations on Rules:  Anti-dumping 



This session will focus on the negotiations on trade remedies – anti-dumping and countervailing measures, as well as on subsidies disciplines, including fisheries subsidies. A basic explanation will be provided on the concepts and procedures for anti-dumping and countervailing measures, and on the subsidies disciplines. A presentation on the mandate and process for negotiations, the main proposals and key actors will follow.


Speaker:  TBC
10:00-10:30
Coffee Bread

10:30-12:15
The Doha Negotiations on Rules (Cont'd)
12:15-12:30
Coffee Break

12:30-13:45
The Doha Negotiations on Rules (Cont'd)
13:45-14:00
Coffee Break

SESSION 11

14:00-15:15
The Doha Negotiations on Rules (Cont'd)
15:15

Closing Ceremony
__________
Activity Sheet








