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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Government Procurement for Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asian Countries

	venue and dates
	JVI, Vienna, Austria
7 to 9 September 2009

	Course description
	This Workshop will address policy-related issues on government procurement both generally and as they relate to trade. Its purpose is to inform participants of WTO activities in this area as well as to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. 

The theme of the Workshop is: Competition, transparency and international trade in government procurement markets: relevant WTO activities and policy considerations for Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asian countries.
Participants will consider policy issues and challenges relating to the achievement of value for money in national procurement systems and to advancing national trade interests in government procurement markets. They will also explore the role and implications of international co-operation in this respect.  The Workshop will further address issues, challenges, and related flexibilities pertaining to developing and transition economies' participation in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension. A particular focus will be placed on the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) as a practical illustration of one approach to a trade accord in this area. Relevant activities and  initiatives in the region and beyond will also be covered.


	Objectives
	The objectives of this programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of key concepts, principles and developments in the area of government procurement;  (ii) to familiarize them with relevant WTO activities, including the ongoing renegotiation of the Agreement on Government Procurement and the provisionally agreed revised text of the Agreement;  and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making in this area at the national and regional levels.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this activity is government officials from some or all of the following countries: 

Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova,  Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants will comprise officials from the trade or commerce ministry, national procurement authority and other ministries of the participating countries with policy responsibility in this area. Only nominations from national authorities will be considered.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Reading material (documentation)
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