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	title of the event
	Short Trade Policy Course for African Countries

	venue and dates
	Accra, Ghana, 12-23 October 2009

	Course description
	This two-week seminar will provide an introduction to the understanding of the WTO system, including the economic and legal rationale behind the main WTO disciplines and the relationship between the different WTO Agreements.  The seminar will focus on the WTO as a forum for negotiations, and will also cover the main issues in the current Doha Development Agenda (DDA).  


	Objectives
	The seminar aims to enable participants to acquire: 
(i) basic analytical tools to analyze the effects of trade policy on economic performance, including the linkages between trade policy and development;  

(ii) knowledge about the institutions and processes that shape trade policy, in particularly the WTO agreements, achievements of the Uruguay Round and the DDA. 
(ii) an update of the on-going DDA negotiations, in the context of the current global economic situation


	Programme
	see annex below

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in conjunction with African Development Bank and UN Economic Commission for Africa


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from all 53 African countries.  See RAR for full list.
Participating countries will be invited to nominate one official. 



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
This activity will be implemented as part of the 2008-09 TA Plan.   



WTO/ADB/ECA SHORT TRADE POLICY COURSE FOR AFRICAN COUNTRIES

12 – 23 October 2009

Venue: Hotel Holiday Inn,  Accra, Ghana
Draft Programme (28/09/09, 21:00  Rev 3)
The WTO is one of the cornerstones of international economic regulation.  It provides its Members with a common set of multilateral trade rules which have become indispensable, as globalization creates commercial interdependence, which is a factor for growth, development and poverty reduction.  The value of the multilateral trading system has been confirmed by its growing number of Members, which has risen from the original 23 GATT Contracting Parties to 153 WTO Members today.

The multilateral trading system is in a period of transition.  Shifting economic circumstances, major advances in technology and the emergence of new influential players on the global scene have necessitated the strengthening of the multilateral trading system so as to ensure that it fully meets the challenges of the 21st century. Within this context, governments are more aware than ever of the need to have a group of officials who understand the WTO system, and are sufficiently knowledgeable in working with the WTO Agreements.  In addition, governments recognize that they need officials who can contribute to their country's ability to fully participate in the multilateral trade negotiations, and to use the WTO system to further social and economic development.  

Based on these objectives, this two-week seminar will provide an introduction to the understanding of the WTO system, including the economic and legal rationale behind its main disciplines and the relationship between the different WTO Agreements.  The seminar will focus on the WTO as a forum for negotiations, and will also cover the main issues in the current Doha Development Agenda (DDA) in relation to further market openings.  
The seminar will provide participants with: (i) basic analytical tools to analyze the effects of trade policy on economic performance including the linkages between trade policy and development; (ii) knowledge about the institutions and processes that shape trade policy, particularly the WTO (WTO agreements, achievements of the Uruguay Round and the DDA). 

The seminar will cover the following:

· Trade policy instruments and their effects so as to enable participants to identify policy issues relevant for their country.

· Multilateral trading principles (e.g. national treatment, MFN) and instruments (e.g. anti-dumping, safeguards), their implementation in the GATT/WTO system, the outcome of the Uruguay Round, and the state of play of ongoing DDA negotiations.

· The functioning of the global economy, including its impact on foreign direct investment, financial liberalization and international labour mobility.

· The link between trade and development.

· The role of preferential trading arrangements, and the relation between regionalism and multilateralism.

· Lessons from past trade policy reforms based on country studies in developing and transition economies.

· Multilateral trade negotiations.

Course organizers: The World Trade Organization, in collaboration with the African Development Bank and the UN Economic Commission for Africa.  Any enquiries should be directed to Faustin Mukela Luanga (mukela.luanga@wto.org) and Willie Chatsika (willie.chatsika@wto.org).

Language :

The course will be conducted in English and in French and simultaneous interpretation will be provided.

_______________

Week One

Monday 12 october 2009

08:30-09:00
Registration
09.00 -10:00
Opening Ceremony – Introductory remarks by :

· Representative of the African Development Bank (AfDB)
· Representative of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

· Representative of the WTO
· Opening speech by the Minister of Trade and Industry, Hon. Ms. Hannah Tetteh
10:00-10:15
Departure of the Minister and other dignitaries
10.15- 10.30
Coffee Break
SESSION 1:  TRADE POLICY IN AFRICA

10:30-11:30      An Overview of the GATT/WTO Framework, from the GATT to WTO

This session will the provide historical development of multilateralism; introduction to the GATT/WTO system; the WTO:  basic principles, activities and functioning; rounds of multilateral trade negotiations from Geneva to Doha, and key challenges for Africa.



●Resource person:
Mr. Edwini Kessie, Counsellor,





Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO
11:30-12:30
Overview  of the DDA negotiations:  State of Play


●Resource person:
Mr. Faustin Mukela Luanga, Counsellor






Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO
12:30-14:00
Lunch Break
14:00 -15:30
Trade policy review mechanism 



●Resource person: 
Mr. Jacques Degbelo, Counsellor,


Trade Policy Review Division, WTO

15:30 -15:45
Coffee Break

15:45-17:30
major trade policy instruments in african countries 


This session will cover the economics of trade policy and experiences with trade reforms in African countries.  Major trade instruments and their effects will be presented so as to enable participants to identify policy issues relevant for their country.



●Resource person: 
Mr. Jacques Degbelo, Counsellor,


Trade Policy Review Division, WTO

tuesday 13 october 2009
SESSION 1:  TRADE POLICY IN AFRICA (cont)

08:30-10:30
trade policy reform in africa:  main challenges and perspectives


●Resource persons 



 - Mr. Jacques Degbelo, Counsellor, Trade Policy Review Division, WTO


 
 - Representatives from :



- Africa Development Bank (TBC)



- Economic Commission for Africa (TBC)



- Local NGOs (TBC)

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break

10:45- 12:30
impact of the global financial crisis on africa




●Resource persons:   





-  Representatives from:





- Africa Development Bank (TBC)




- Economic Commission for Africa (TBC)




- Interventions by local NGOs (TBC) 

12:30 -14:00
Lunch Break

14:00-15:30
development issues in the dda negotiations


-
Overview of SDT provisions


-
The Work Programme on Small Economies


-
Aid for Trade, Enhanced Integrated Framework, SDTF 


●Resource persons


- Mr. Edwini Kessie, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation,   WTO.


- Mr. David Luke, UNDP
15:30-15:45
Coffee Break
15:45- 17:30
the link between trade and poverty reduction:  




●Resource person:





- Mr. David Luke, UNDP



-  Interventions by local NGOs (TBC) and OIF (TBC)
Wednesday 14 october 2009
SESSION 2:   Agreement on Agriculture and the Agriculture Negotiations 

8:30-9:30
introduction to the agreement on agriculture and to the negotiating process


●Resource person :
Ms. Lee Ann Jackson
9:30-10:30
Agricultural market access:  Tiered formula, tariff capping, tariff simplification, special agricultural safeguard, special safeguard mechanism, special products, sensitive products and tariff quota expansion.



●Resource person :
Ms. Lee Ann Jackson
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break
10:45-12:30
domestic support:  Overall Trade Distorting Support, amber box support, blue box, green box, de minimis, SDT for developing countries – Article 6.2 of the Agreement on Agriculture


●Resource person :
Ms. Lee Ann Jackson
12:30-14:00
Lunch Break
14:00-15:45
export competition:  Export subsidies, export credits, state trading enterprises and food aid


●Resource person :
Ms. Lee Ann Jackson
15:45-16:00
Coffee Break
16:00-17:30
Scheduling of new commitments:  tariffs and subsidy commitments 


●●Resource person :
Ms. Lee Ann Jackson
thursday 15 october 2009
session 3: Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)
08:30-10:00 
key areas of the negotiations on non-agricultural market access

· Tariff reduction formula and formula related issues

· Sectoral tariff approach

· Flexibilities for developing countries and LDCs

· Other issues of concern to developing countries and LDCs

· Non-tariff barriers (NTBs)



●Resource person: 
Mr. Edwini Kessie, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO






10:30-10:45   Coffee Break
 
10:45-12:30
Technical explanations and numerical simulations:  Tools for Negotiators

· Introduction of WTO tariff and trade databases

· Integrated Database (IDB)

· Consolidated tariff schedules (CTS) database

· HS2002 transposition of CTS

●Resource person: Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO (TBC)
12:30-14:00   
Lunch Break
 
14:00-15:30   
IDB applications software
Hands-on exercises scheduling – Practical exercises

●Resource person:  Mr. Jurgen Richtering, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO 
.

15:30-15:45   Coffee Break 

15:45-17:45
scheduling of new concessions 



NAMA Modalities Exercises and Scheduling


●Resource person:  Mr. Jurgen Richtering, Economic Research and Statistics Division, WTO 
friday 16 october 2009
session 4:  Trade Remedies

8:30-9:30
Introduction
· Background to Trade Remedies in the WTO

· The mandate for negotiations on Rules under the Doha Development Agenda

· The Negotiating Group on Rules

 
● Resource person: TBC, Counsellor, Rules Division, WTO
09:30-10:30
Agreement on anti-dumping
· Background to the Agreement on anti-dumping

· Proposals on anti-dumping to the Negotiating group on Rules

 
● Resource person: TBC, Counsellor, Rules Division, WTO
.

10:30-10:45
Coffee break
10:45–12:30 
Agreement on anti-dumping (cont)
· Background to the Agreement on anti-dumping

· Proposals on anti-dumping to the Negotiating group on Rules

 
●Resource person: TBC, Counsellor, Rules Division, WTO

Agreement on subsidies and countervailing measures
· Background to the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

· Proposals on subsidies and countervailing measures to the Negotiating Group on     Rules

· Fisheries subsidies – proposals to the Negotiating group on Rules

 
●Resource person:  TBC, Counsellor, Rules Division, WTO
12:30-14:00
Lunch
14:00-15:45
Agreement on subsidies and countervailing measures
· Background to the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures

· Proposals on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures to the Negotiating Group on     Rules

· Fisheries Subsidies – proposals to the Negotiating group on Rules

●Resource person: TBC, Counsellor, Rules Division, WTO
15:45-16:00
Coffee break
16:00-17:30 
 Agreement on safeguards
· An introduction to the Agreement on Safeguards
17:30-18:00
country experiences
· Interventions by countries with Trade remedies legislation
Week two
monday 19 october 2009
session 5:  Regional Economic Integration In africa

8:30-9:30
Overview of wto rules governing regional trade agreements
· Article XXIV of the GATT 1994, Article V of the GATS and the Enabling Clause 

· Scope of negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) for RTAs


●Resource person. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO

9:30-10:30
regional cooperation and economic integration – a strategy for effective participation in liberalizing global trade






●Resource persons: Representatives from Economic Commission for Africa (TBC)

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break
10:45-12:45
Perspectives of Regional Groupings 

· CEMAC




· ECOWAS




· AMU

· COMESA

· SADC
· EAC
· Interventions by the AfDB, OIF, WTO and other Institutions,

12:45-14:00
Lunch 

14:00- 15:30
the trade facilitation negotiations in the dda
- History of the Trade Facilitation agenda from Singapore, Cancun and Doha  

- Overview of negotiating proposals

- State of play of the negotiations
●Resource person: Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO


15:30-15:45
Coffee Break
15:45-17:30 
trade facilitation – regional experiences
● Representatives of  AfDB, ECA, OIF, RECs  and other institutions.
 Tuesday 20 october 2009
SESSION 6 :   trade in services:  gats

8:45-10:30
Introduction to GATS:  trade in services
Services account for the largest part of production and employment in most countries of the world.  Efficiency enhancing reforms in major service sectors such as finance, telecom and transport, have been a major contributor to overall economic expansion in developed and developing countries alike.  This session will discuss the potential role of the Agreement in creating a predictable, reliable framework for trade in services.  The presentation will also address the extent to which developing countries have made commitments under the Agreement.  


● Resource person: Mr. Dale Honeck, Counsellor, Trade in Services Division, WTO
10:30 -10:45
Coffee break

10:45 - 12:30
scheduling of specific commitments
· The use of specific commitments to promote economic growth and social/regional equity.

· To what extent are development-related objectives reflected in current schedules?

· The request/offer process and other relevant negotiations.
· The Services negotiations:  Expectations, priorities and follow-up.
●Resource person: Mr. Dale Honeck, Counsellor, Trade in Services Division, WTO
12:30 - 14:00
Lunch-break
14:00 -15:30
gats and dda negotiations

The session will discuss core concepts of the Guidelines and Procedures for the Services Negotiations and the current state of play in the negotiations.  Particular reference will be made to provisions intended to ensure the increasing participation of developing countries in world trade, and of means for implementing them in the course of the round.  The session will also discuss issues in four rule making areas that are part of the 'built-in agenda' (Domestic regulation, Emergency safeguards, Government procurement, and Subsidies).

●Resource person: Mr. Dale Honeck, Counsellor, Trade in Services Division, WTO


15:30 -15:45
Coffee break

15:45-18.00
trade in services:  regional perspective


● Resource persons: Participants and Representatives of the RECs would be invited to make a presentation on national and regional services regimes.


wednesday 21 october 2009

SESSION 7:
AGREEMENT ON TRADE-RELATDED ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (trips)
●Resource person:  Mr. Pierre ARHEL, Counsellor, WTO Intellectual Property Division,    WTO
8:30-9:30
Overview of the trips agreements
 
9:30-10:30
Agreement on trade-related  aspects of intellectual property rights (Cont.) 
· TRIPS & Public Health

(Doha Declaration, Decision on Paragraph 6, content and implementation)
10:30-10:45
Coffee break
10:45-11:30 
Agreement on Trade-Related  Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (Cont.)
  -
TRIPS & Public Health (Doha Declaration, Decision on Paragraph 6, content and implementation)
11:30-12:30
Agreement on Trade-Related  Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (Cont.)

· Biotechnology/Traditional Knowledge (protection of biotechnological inventions and plant varieties, TRIPS-CBD relationship, protection of traditional knowledge and folklore)
12:30-14:00
Lunch
14:00-15:00
Agreement on Trade-Related  Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (Cont.)



       -
Geographical Indications (overview of TRIPS provisions and international 
instruments, extension, multilateral register)
15:00-16:00
enforcement and dispute settlement 

· Enforcement (overview of TRIPS provisions)
· Other issues (TRIPS cases, non-violation complaints, reviews, etc.)
16:00-16:15
Coffee break
16:15-18:00 
Transparency In Government Procurement
thursday 22 october 2009
SESSION 8 
Dispute Settlement

08:30-10:30
Review of the dispute settlement understanding (DSU)

The Dispute Settlement Mechanism is a key facet of the WTO system.  The first part of the session  aims to provide participants with a practical understanding of the basic rules and principles that govern the WTO Dispute Settlement activity.  The second part of the session focuses on the current negotiations on dispute settlement under the Doha Development Agenda.  Participants will have the opportunity to discuss issues which have been identified as potential areas for improvement and clarification of the rules and procedures that govern dispute settlement in the WTO system.

●Resource  Person: Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, Institute for Training and  Technical Cooperation, WTO

10:30-10:45
Coffee Break
10:45-12:30
DSU review in the dda negotiations
●Resource  Person: Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, Institute for Training and  Technical Cooperation, WTO

12:30-14:00
Lunch 
14:00-15:30
Participation of developing countries in the wto dispute settlement system

The session will provide opportunities to discuss the expectations of the developing countries vis-à-vis the WTO dispute settlement system and the interests they might want to pursue through it. In this respect, particular reference will be made to the practice as it has evolved since 1995.  The session should also address the notion of Special and Differential Treatment in the context of the existing rules as well as in that of the subjects discussed under the Doha development Agenda. 

●Resource  Person: Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, Institute for Training and  Technical Cooperation, WTO

15:30 – 15:45
Coffee Break

15:45 – 17:00:
AGOA and Trade Opportunities for African Exporters 



●Resource person: Ms Rosa Whittaker, Former Assistant USTR for Africa 
friday 23 october 2009
SESSION 9:
WTO Technical assistance programme and needs identification for trta
08:30-10:30   WTO technical assistance  programme

· Background to the WTO Technical Assistance (TA) Programme

· Scope of the WTO TA

· Proposals from Members

· Current State-of-Play


Needs Identification for Trade-Related Technical Assistance (TRTA)

- Background to Needs identification for TRTA at the WTO

- Guidelines and Modalities

●Resource person:  Mr. Willie Chatsika, Counsellor, WTO Intellectual Property Division, WTO
 
10:30-10:45   Coffee Break
 
10:45-12:00    Overview of the TA Programmes of other institutions, including AfDB, ECA and OIF
12:00-12:30
evaluation and general observations
12:30-13:00
closing and presentation of diplomas

__________

Activity Sheet
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