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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on rules governing Customs Unions/RTAs and DDA Update, for ECOWAS countries

	venue and dates
	Abuja, Nigeria, 26-28 January 2010

	Course description
	This workshop is designed to give an overview of the WTO disciplines relating to Customs Unions and RTAs in general, in the context of the specific situation of ECOWAS countries. The workshop will also give a thorough update of the DDA negotiations generally, but also specifically in Services and Rules (RTAs), which are relevant in view of the connection of these two to regional integration. 
This course will be delivered, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, and will be resourced by WTO experts and their regional counterparts from ECOWAS Secretariat, and from its Member states.  

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will be expected to have acquired a good knowledge of key concepts regarding RTAs, including Customs Unions, and their relevance in the context of the WTO disciplines on these subjects.  They will also be expected to have been thoroughly updated on the Services and RTA aspects of the on-going DDA negotiations. 

	Programme
	Click here to see the draft programme

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in conjunction with ECOWAS


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Benin, Burkina Faso,  Cape Verde Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo
Participating countries will be invited to nominate two officials. 



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
This activity will be implemented as part of the 2008-09 TA Plan.   



Annex
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WTO/ECOWAS SEMINAR ON THE 

DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA AND THE RULES GOVERNING RTAS
Abuja, Nigeria
26-28 January 2010
DAY ONE
08:30 – 09:00
Registration
09:00 – 09:30
Opening Ceremony


Statements by:




-
Representative of the WTO




-
Representative of ECOWAS 




-
Representative of the Government of Nigeria
SESSION 1
Overview of the Negotiation of the Doha Development Agenda 



(a)
Key Areas and Positions in the Negotiations 


(b)
State of Play on Results, Progress, and Key Next Steps    



(c)
Participation of the ECOWAS Member States and key regional priorities 



(d)
Response to key global issues – the financial crisis and the recession

SESSION 2
Development Issues in the DDA negotiations



(a)
Overview of Development issues, including S&D provisions


(b)
Aid for Trade, Enhanced Integrated Framework, SDTF


(c)
The Work Programme on Small Economies



(d)
WTO technical assistance and training programmes

SESSION 3
Trade Facilitation 



(a)
Overview of WTO Negotiations on Trade Facilitation 

(a) Overview of Trade Facilitation in ECOWAS 

DAY TWO

SESSION 4
Regional Trade Agreements 

(a) Facts and Figures: the global dimension of RTAs

(b) The Political Economy of RTAs

(c) Characteristic Elements of RTAs in Trade in Goods and Services (preferential market access liberalization and origin rules)

(d) Overview of relevant WTO rules relating to RTAs

· Article XXIV of the GATT 1994

· Article V of the GATS

· The Enabling Clause

· Trade Arrangements among developing countries

· Rules on GSPs

· North-South RTAs 

(e) Procedural Rules on RTAs (Transparency Mechanism)

(f) Overview of Developments in the Rules negotiations as they relate to RTAs

(g) The ACP Proposal on GATT Article XXIV and Way Forward 

SESSION 5
ECOWAS Customs Union and the WTO Rules 

(a) Overview of the ECOWAS Treaty 

(b) Opportunities and Challenges

(c) Interface between ECOWAS and the EPA

(d) Dispute settlement provisions in RTAs generally
(e) Compliance of ECOWAS with WTO Rules 

(f) Notification to the WTO – procedure and next steps 

SESSION 6
WTO Bindings 



(a)
The Rules and modalities on Renegotiation of WTO bindings 



(b)
Next steps for ECOWAS Member States 



(c)
Proposals and Decision on Tariff Rates 


(e)
Next steps on Tariff rates
DAY THREE
SESSION 7
The WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services 


(a)
Overview of the WTO GATS, main principles, scope of the agreement, modes of delivery of services, conditional and unconditional obligations 



(b)
Guidelines on WTO services negotiations – request/offer process, plurilateral requests/offers, increasing the participation of developing countries in services trade



(c)
Developments in the GATS rules negotiations (domestic regulations, emergency safeguards, government procurement and subsidies)



(d)
State of Play in the negotiations – current developments



(e)
Overview of Members' commitments and proposals in the WTO negotiations, with particular reference to ECOWAS Member States
SESSION 8
ECOWAS Regulations on Trade in Services 



(a)
Overview of the Regulations



(b) 
Next steps in the ECOWAS services negotiations 



(c)
Scheduling of commitments in RTAs – best practices



(d)
Negotiation guidelines and scheduling of commitments – proposals 

SESSION 9
Wrap up Session


(a)
Participants views on workshop



(b) 
Suggestions for future seminars/workshops
Activity Sheet
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