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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Seminar on WTO Accessions for Arab & Middle East Countries (in partnership with the AMF)

	venue and dates
	Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 28 to 30 September 2010 

	Course description
	This Seminar is expected to:

· Provide an overview of the WTO accession process, procedures and practice; 
· Review the state-of-play of accessions; 
· Take note of the 2002 General Council Decision on the Accession of LDCs; and 
· Provide an introduction to the substance of the multilateral negotiations on WTO rules in the Working Parties and the bilateral market access accession negotiations with WTO Members.  

The WTO will provide an overview and briefings on the accession process and practice.  The Arab Monetary Fund and regional experts will be encouraged to offer regional perspectives, discuss case studies, as appropriate, and underline issues of particular importance to acceding governments from the region.  Participants from acceding and recently acceded members are also expected to share experiences and best practices.

	Objectives
	By the end of the programme the participants will have: (i) Deepened their understanding of the accession process, procedures and negotiations; and (ii) enhanced their capacity to  participate more fully in their respective WTO accession negotiations.  

	Programme
	See attached draft programme. 

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO and the Arab Monetary Fund


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this regional seminar from the Arab and Middle East region are senior government officials from: (i) Acceding Governments: Algeria, Comoros, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Sudan, Syria, Yemen; (ii) Recently Acceded Members: Jordan, Oman, Saudi Arabia; and (iii) the Palestine Authority (which has requested WTO Observer Status).

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent on behalf of the organizers to relevant government authorities, providing the specific requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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DRAFT PROGRAMME
SEMINAR ON WTO ACCESSIONS FOR ARAB AND MIDDLE-EAST COUNTRIES

Abu Dhabi, 28-30 September 2010
28 September 2010
8:30 – 9:00

Registration of Participants

9:00 – 9:30

Opening Ceremony





–  Representative of the Arab Monetary Fund 




–  Deputy Director General, WTO
9:30 – 10:00

Perspectives on WTO Membership and the Doha Development Agenda





– Deputy Director General, WTO
10:00 – 10:15

Coffee Break

10:15 – 11:45

WTO Accessions:




- Overview




- Legal Framework, Procedures and Practice




- Accession of Arab and Middle-East Countries





– Representative of the Accessions Division, WTO



Discussion

11:45 – 12:00

Coffee Break

12:00 – 13:30
WTO Accessions:  



- Multilateral Track:  From the Memorandum on the Foreign Trade Regime to the Draft Report of the Working Party 



-  Bilateral Track: Market access negotiations on goods and services





– Representative of the Accessions Division, WTO




Discussion

13:30 – 13:45

Coffee Break

13:45 – 15:15
State of Play in Ongoing Arab and Middle-East Accessions – country experiences and perspectives 



[Note: please refer to the Annex for more information on this session]

- Representatives of [Algeria, Comoros, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Sudan and Yemen]




- Comments by country economists of the Arab Monetary Fund.


Discussion

29 September 2010
8:30 – 10:00
State of Play in Ongoing Arab and Middle-East Accessions – country experiences and perspectives (contd.)

- Representatives of [Algeria, Comoros, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Sudan and Yemen]




- Comments by country economists of the Arab Monetary Fund.



Discussion

10:00 – 10:15

Coffee Break

10:15 – 11:45
Recently Acceded Members – country experiences and perspectives


- Representative of Jordan


- Representative of Oman


- Representative of Saudi Arabia



Discussion

11:45 – 12:00

Coffee Break

12:00 – 13:30

Market Access for Services in WTO accession negotiations





– Representative of the WTO

13:30 – 13:45

Coffee Break

13:45 – 15:15

Market Access for Services in WTO accession negotiations (contd.)





– Representative of the WTO




Discussion
30 September 2010

8:30 – 10:00

Market Access for Goods in WTO accession negotiations





– Representative of the WTO

10:00 – 10:15

Coffee Break

10:15 – 11:45

Market Access for Goods in WTO accession negotiations (contd.)





– Representative of the WTO




Discussion
11:45 – 12:00

Coffee Break

12:00 – 12:45

Technical Assistance for Acceding Arab and Middle-East Countries




– Director, Institute for Training & Technical Cooperation, WTO




– Representative of the Arab Monetary Fund
12:45 – 13:30
The Regional Perspective – Summing up Lessons and Best Practices on WTO accession for Arab and Middle East Countries




– Facillitator: Deputy Director General, WTO


Group Discussion.  




Evaluation and Closing Session

13:30 – 13:45

Coffee Break

13:45 – 15:15
Participants may use the afternoon session to set up meetings with resource persons from the Arab Monetary Fund and the WTO.

__________

Activity Sheet








